
GBM distributes Lexmark products 


■ Gulf Business Machines have 
been appointed official regional 
agents for the Lexmark Interna* 
lional company. Lexmark is a ' 
company which deals wilh infor¬ 
mation technology and was set 
up nine months ago to develop! 
produce, market and support per¬ 
sonal printers, office tools and 
workstation control consoles. 
The products will carry the IBM 
badge due to a special agreement' 
between Lexmark and IBM, ena¬ 
bling them to use the name since 
IBM owns 10 percent of the 
company. 

The final plans Tor distribution 
in the region are being put to- 
gelhor at the moment. IBM dis¬ 
tributors and business partners in 
Jordan, Syria, Lebanon and the 
Gulf States (except Saudi Ara¬ 
bia), all of whom benefit from 
the services offered by GBM 


Comcent are celebrating 20 
years of service in the Jordanian 
computer sector. The company 
is best known amongst Jordanian 
computer users for ■ faithfully 
providing them with services re¬ 
garding the sales and support of 
Citizen printers. The Worksta¬ 
tion team extends its congratula¬ 
tions to Comccnl aiul wish them 
continued success. 

IBM have recently patented a 
new system in the USA capable 
of Arabic Optical Character Rec¬ 
ognition (AOCR). This System is 
capable of scanning documents 
written in the Arabic language 
which are stored as different 
characters converted into ASCII, 
allowing the user to process and 
i change the text through the key¬ 
board. Exciting, isn't it? We'U'be 
giving you an in-depth look into 
that very soon! • 


•T More fig¬ 
ures /' abou t 
sales; of ma¬ 
jor’ computer 
companies in 
the World af¬ 
ter IBM's 
shocking los-i 
es. Apple 
Computer. - 



GBM and Lexmark officials at the signing ceremony 


should be responsible for distrib¬ 
uting Lexmark products. 

Mr Robert Kikano, General 
Manager of the Personal Sys¬ 
tems department at GBM com¬ 
mented on the new alliance: 


Farcus 
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Inc. made $1.8 billion in the last 
three months of 1991, If you can 
believe that. What's more the 
new machines: The PowerBook, 
Quadra, Ciassic 2 accounted for 
most of these sales. Microsoft 
also had a good six months with 
a turnover of 1.3 billion ending 
December 1991. Poor old IBM, 
it kind of, makes you want to go 
out and splash all your money on 
. ft PS/2. 

.PT We’ve got a batch of news 
from NCR who have just been 
honored by Byte magazine's edi¬ 
tors for their; 3125 pen-based 
riqtppad by being giyen their an¬ 
nual award bf distinction. NCR 


"The personal printers market is 
a very competitive and huge one, 
and marketing these products 
should be of great importance to 
GBM and IBM agents in the re¬ 
gion." 


have also signed an agreement 
wilh Synthesis to provide com¬ 
puter-aided software engineering 
on NCR's system 3000 running a 
Unix environment. By combin¬ 
ing CASE/AP wilh llic system 
3000, users will have one of the 
most open and powerful systems 
available which should be capa¬ 
ble of responding to a consiandy 
changing business environment. 
CASE/AP is currently being 
used by over 140 institutions 
world-wide. 

,r French Cultural Aid have pro¬ 
vided Jordan with a computer in¬ 
formation network to help tour¬ 
ists find their way around the 
country by providing them with 
basic information. The network 
comprises a central computer 
and 40 Minltel terminals. The 
network was pari of a joint coop¬ 
eration in the field of tourism. 

* Computer news from the Gulf 
includes die opening of the 
biggest computer show yet in 
Saudi Arabia on Sunday. The 
Middle East Computer Expo is 
even bigger than the GITEX 
show, which has for so long 
been the-biggest computer event 
In the region. . 




SOMETIMES TECHNOLOGY fascinates me. Just imagine, 
only ten years ago, the most portable computer weighed around 
11 kg and was shaped like n sewing machine. Today, it is quite 
normal to have a 5 pound laptop which is even more powerful '< 
than the 11 kg monster which preceded it, or even the mare 
shocking notebook computers which arc miniature wonders. 

Well, it is a __ 

known fact that ' *' 1 | 

gy springs from f l j • •' 

a need to ad- ..••• i. . * ‘‘ESm 

vance. So what l> . . • , eM- . 

is the secret of fv. ■ • 1 • 

this notebooks/ i ; V.: ~ 

portables craze 
we are currently 
going through? 

First and _ 

most important 

of ail, the portability provided by these computers, coupled 
with the importance of having daily access to computers today 
is a main reason why people arc buying these computers. In 
Europe alone, die market for laptops and notebooks grew from 
438.S00 units in 1989 to an impressive 725,100 units early last 
year. This actually means that one out of every ten PCs sold in 
Europe today is a laptop and dial at least one out of every five 
is a notebook computer. 

Another reason is the importance of mobility in certain pro¬ 
fessions and industries. Portables can solve a lot of problems 
Tor salesmen, for instance. Providing services for the customer, 

2 sales offers and keeping simple accounts and notes are 
j basic examples of what a computer can do for a sales¬ 
man. ' 

Portables arc even more useful higher up the corporate lad¬ 
der. It is estimated that managers and directors arc the biggest 
buyers of laptop computers. The services they present to inea 
include word-processing, spreadsheets and databases, which 
can be done on these machines with the added attraction of be- = 
ing able to take your work home. 

Dniaquesl predicts (hat notebook snlcs will top 6.5 m J lllQn $ 
1994 and portables will mnkc up nearly 40 percent or the ft- 
market compared to 17 percent today. 

The competition resulting from the .situation is pretty fierce 
Everyone wauls a piece of llic cake. Major computer nranutoc- 
lurcrs like Apple, who managed to sell 100,000 PowwBook . 
notebook computers in the last three months, and IBM nw 
mode impressive contributions to tire market. Also, 
ncse electronics manufacturers like Toshiba take the lend in u» 
European notebook market wilh a big 43.1 P ci ^ cnt 1 1^ r 
share. The potential is huge and the market can on y get W 
with buyers taking Immediate advantage of the sliding pnw> 
and increasing facilities on offer. 




for use by army officers in the Gulf War. Big companies, 
a large work force, are said to be purchasing pohajPLu. 
hundred, especially companies comprising hundreds oi 
people. But to what extent are portable computers used 
travelling? Research suggests Inal a majority of 37.4JJrjg- 
are used In the office and 19,3 percent are used in offices . 
than the users' while 33.8 percent arc used at home. unl ” Pj*, ; 
cent of these computers are actually used on the move .a . ■ 
general picture you gel is that users can do fine without . 
bles, but prefer them to desk topsl .. „ nmlM11£ r 

How would you feel about carrying a portable co ; 
around? What about walking into a class with a noteboox 
du ter rather than a staple nf rmnar. or ODCning Up a laptop ** •; 


ana it couia prove to be muen more vnll B a 

book, but it should serve you very well and could help yo P. 
over your usual mess. As for me, I'm quite happy wan rv 
this column on a desktop computer every week. Nevenj 
any considerate "portable" presents will not be refusea. 


IMF: 

A new 
superpower 
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This month's WorldPaper looks into 
the power and prestige of the IMF 
and the World Bank. From Eastern 
Europe to Asia, these two 
institutions have never been more 
powerful. Is their power something 

to fear or cheer?__ 
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This weather is too much...I'm moving 
into a house that is below 700 meters.,.. 


The storm that slipped in 

■ Jordanians who were lull of 
praise for the Meteorological 
Dept, for its accurate predictions 
since the snow storms started, 
turned against the department for 
failing to predict the worst snow 
storm yet this year on Sunday 
and Monday. They say the 
weather man appeared on TV 
Saturday evening to assure Jor¬ 
danians that only light snow fall 
was expected on Sunday and 
only in the northern parts of the 
kingdom. As a result most fami¬ 
lies sent their children to school 
in the morning, only to see them 
come back two hours later as 
heavy snow fall caused confu¬ 
sion in the streets. Meteorologi¬ 
cal Dept, sources said the shal¬ 
low low pressure . deepened 
during the night and early morn¬ 
ing hours and had taken all mete¬ 
orologists by surprise. One 
source jokingly said that this de¬ 
pression slipped in because the 
department's General Secretary 
Dr Ali Abandah was in Geneva 
to attend an international sympo¬ 
sium on the world's climate. 

Only JD 4 million ? 

■ Greater Amman Municipality 
is putting aside over JD 4 mil¬ 
lion out of its JD SI million bud¬ 
get for this year to repair streets 
and asphalt new ones. Some peo¬ 
ple may think that this figure is 
too low considering the heavy 
damages brought by snow on 
our roads. But those who know 
say it would not make any differ¬ 
ence; since most of the repaired 
roads will be damaged again 
next winter. Remember the Gar- 
• dens Street (Wasfi A1 Tal)? Ad- 




Dustour columnist Mohammad 
Ibrahim Daoud accused contrac¬ 
tors of cheating by not following 
accepted asphalt mix standards. 
He also called on the govern¬ 
ment to study asphalt standards 
in countries that have regular 
snow fall so as to apply these 
standards on Jordan's roads. 


Because they're women Ad-Dustour, 



■ Al Rai's political columnist 
Tareq Massarueh turned his 
sharp pen against the Ministry of 
Health in defense of the minis¬ 
try's female employees who he 
says are denied neaith insurance 
just because they are women. Mr 
Massarueh said he would have 
supported a call for a strike by 
these employees. The writer 
called on the prime minister to 
end this cruel injustice. So far no 
comment from the minister of 
health.' 

It's doctors' turn 

■ The National Society for the 
Protection of Consumers has 
launched a war on doctors. It 
says the Doctors' Association 
has abused its right to set doc¬ 
tors' fees leading to a high in¬ 
crease in those fees over a short 
time The society is asking the 
minister of health to intervene 
and review current fees so that 
medical services will be afforda¬ 
ble to all citizens. Naturally the 
health minister "responded" to 
the society's call and "promised 
to do all that he can" to make 
consumers 1 life easier! 

Purely business 

■ The Civil Aviation Authority 


(CAA) has made a feast of the 
fact that Saudi Arabia's national 
airline, Saudia, will, commence 
service to Amman from the 18th 
of this month. Saudia stopped 
flights to Amman during the 
Gulf Crisis, while Royal Jordani¬ 
an (RJ) maintained its scheduled 
flights to Saudi cities in addition 
to the Gulf. Observers see the re¬ 
turn of Saudia as an indication of 
a thaw in Jordanian-Saudi rela¬ 
tions. Others say it doesn't mean 
a thing, politically speaking. The 
resumption of Saudia flights 
makes good business sense, they 
say, for the Saudi carrier which 
will run three weekly flights be¬ 
tween Amman on one side and 
Jeddah and Riyadh on the other. 

Enough nepotism 

■ Ad-Dustour's columnist Mo¬ 
hammad. Daoudich has accused 
some deputies of using their po¬ 
sition to "blackmail" companies 
into appointing their relatives 
and friends in these companies. 
Ho said while some companies 
succumbed to these threats for a 
while in order to avoid clashes 
with these deputies, they now 
say that they had enough. Ac¬ 
cording to Daoudiqh, a number 


JABAL AMMAN' 
THIRD CIRCLE 
ROB: 676 
TEL: 659859 


the- anrerican language center 

THE AMERICAN LANGUAGE CENTER 
IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE ITS 
WINTER, 1992 SESSION II 
: FEBRUARY: 17 - APRIL 5. 

General English Skills - Levels 1-6 
TOEFL Preparation - Levels 5 - 6 
TOFEL Preparation of Advanced Students - Level 7 
Professional Communication - Level 7 
Advanced Conversation Level 7 
Business English - Level 7 
Advanced Academic Stud^ Skills - Level 8 ; 


Each course is 80 contact hours, : 

Please call 659 * 859 for tfmes and fee structure 


New students should register for a placement ; 
exam. Exams, are scheduled for : . 

JANUARY 30, FEBRUARY 6, FEBRUARY 13 
10:00 am to 12:00 Any l;0O jim td 3:00 ^ 

; . 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm. . • 





of companies have threatened to 
retaliate by making the letters 
and personal cards sent in by the 
deputies public information. Mr 
Daoudieh encouraged the com¬ 
panies to do so in order to put an 
end to this style of interference 
by deputies in the work of public 
companies, which according to 
him, has caused many deserving 
Jordanians to lose work opportu¬ 
nities. 

It's just another show! 

■ Jordanian political thinker Mr 
Amin Shuqair has written an 
open letter in Ad-Duslour daily 
to the Minister of Culture Dr 
Mahmoud Al Samra calling on 
him to support theater in Jordan. 
He said that after auending "Za- 
man Al Shaqlnba" by the Abu 
Awad troupe, he was shocked 
when he was told that the tax 
law in Jordan applies the same 
tax measures on theaters as it 
docs on night clubs. Mr Shuqair 
reminded his readers of die no¬ 
ble role of the theater in all 




countries in focusing aiuatk. 
ing the development of cuUureT 

Arafat's right to marrj 

■ Palestinians in Jordan k. 
mixed reactions to the news iha 
the 62-ycar-old Palestinian IW 

idem Yasser Arafat had mam«] 

his 28-year-old aide Suha Tawil 
Some received the news with 
skepticism saying that the Pales- 
Liman leader could not have "di¬ 
vorced the cause" after so maw 
years of self-imposed celibacy. 
Others took a more apologetic 
line defending Arafat's right to a 
married life after a life-long 
struggle and sacrifices. But as no 
official announcement has been 
made yet, the controversy con¬ 
tinues. One Palestinian was 
quoted as saying that "ArafatIsa 
human after ail, and that like any 
man he would like to see his 
children. It's a message to all 
Palestinians." Another Palestine 
an writer in the West Bank de¬ 
fended Arafat's marriage by re 
minding scornful Israelis that 
one of their leaders, Levy Ash 
kol, also wedded a young Israeli 
when he was over 60. 

What we eat 

■ Jordan's imports of foodstuff 
and livestock in the first eight 
months of last year were put at 
JD 241.79 million. Of this figure 
JD 3.457 million went to import 
ing live animals, JD 4.419 to 
meal products, JD 1.570 million 
to dairy and eggs, JD 7 million, 
to sugar, JD 1.197 million to 
fruits and nuts and JD 742JW0 
to lea and cocoa. These figures 
should help in constructing a 
chan that shows the eating hab¬ 
its of the average Jordanian. 


Mohammed is Israel's 
favorite baby's name! 

IN ISRAEL last year, the most popular name for newborn babies 
was not Moshe, or Rachel, but Mohammed. Third most popular,, 
according to Israeli Interior Ministry figures, was Ahmed. • • | 
The explanation lies in the foci that die birth rate among isracg. 
Arab minority is much greater proportionately, than among tJno 


l-lilnVlM'.'l’i 




East Jerusalem but not those in the West Bank and Gaza. 

Israeli concern jo prevent a steady erosion of tneJewisu 
majority is one of the reasons the country’s leaders have re, 


6337 were from former Soviet territories the lowest iJL 
count siqce the explosion of Soviet emigration in late in¬ 
official view is stiff that a total of im Jews from CIS will cow 
Israel over the next five years. • • , ii.o | 

If so, dte JeWishness of the Jewish state will be cement ^ 


f rw f 1LZJ: 


_the immigration wave Is not ex 
vay long thecateh-.up effect of a faster Arab b 
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Brrrr...but it's over! 

Jordanians do not remember a colder or whiter winter than this 
year's. February has been a record month in terms of the number 
of snow blizzards, the amount of rainfall, the low temperatures 
and the number of days people were snowed in. But according to 
meteorologists the polar air coming from eastern Europe has 
changed direction, and future depressions will originate from the 
western Mediterranean bringing rain and warmer temperatures. 
The first such rainy front Is expected to affect Jordan today. 





If was the best of fime$... 


January 1992 

The WorldPdper rings in the Nat) Year in twenty-three 
countries on four continents in seven language editions, including English, 
Spanish, Mandarin Chinese, Japanese and Russian. A special section 
on international affairs in leading national newspapers and magazines, 

The WtrrldPaper presents the voices of the world speaking for themselves. 

Our editors are leading journalists and experts native to the regions about 
which they report. They examine vital world issues, not as headlines cr 
in/o-bits, but as part of the process of world change and development. 

The year that has passed featured com stories on global issues ranging from 
environmental accounting in "Green Ink: Bookkeeping for Earth, Inc.," to 
the growing numbers of displaced persons worldwide in "Migration: People 
Moving; People Running” to the new global dynamic of world trade in 

1 'Blossoming Trade Blocs." 

examined the stunning events in the USSR in "Soviet Union or ^ ^ 
Disunion" in May and ‘Trim Revolution to Revolution'- m October. Other 
cover titles included, "After War What?". "Middle East Money, Japan: 

A Nation Westling with Itself and “Good News from Africa. 

The diversity 0/viewpoints cma.es a balanced, pluralistic and informative 
coverage which makes The WrrldPaper distinctive in mterruttrona! 

jownMlbm. 

Appearing amund the world in mom to tmerhiBlon copies , 

The WorldPaper is published exclusively in Jordan by _ ■ 

isStar. ■ 
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Nazik Al-Hariri Centre: A haven for special people 


By Hind-Lara Mango 
Special to The Star 

EXPECTING TO find an insti¬ 
tute struggling with financial 
burdens and in modest grounds, 
it comes as some surprise to see 
the luxurious setting that the Na¬ 
zik Al-Hariri Center for the men¬ 
tally handicapped has to offer. 
The first thing one sees is a wall 
to wall carpeted area with a 
sunken center, an area which 
center director Dr Yoser Salem 
described as the "multi-purpose 
room", where everyone gathers 
in the morning. 

This center serves as both a 
school and a vocational center. It 
has some 200 members, with an 
age range from only six years up 
to 24 years, with classes starting 
at kindergarten level. - 

Studies here are in a conven¬ 
tional classroom-teacher situa¬ 
tion, yet the atmosphere is 
pleasant and the teacher is atten¬ 
tive to each student's needs. Stu¬ 
dents are brought early by bus in 
the morning and leave in the af¬ 
ternoon, for there are no board¬ 
ing facilities. Having worked 
through the prevocational level, 
the students reach the Final voca¬ 
tional level, where skills such as 
weaving and carpentry are 
taught. 

Many cases are referred to the 
center by the Ministry of Social 
Development or staff from other, 
schools. A specialist-in special 
education and psychology. Dr 



Heading for the Special Olympics: The Nazik Al-Harlri team 


Salem said that sometimes par¬ 
ents do not realize that their chil¬ 
dren are mentally retarded until 
they are of school-going age. 
"Even then," he said, ^it can take 
up to five years before a parent 
finds out that there is something 
wrong with his child." 

From his experience. Dr Salem 
feels that today's parents find it 
easier to accept that their child is 
mentally handicapped; the par¬ 
ents themselves have formed a 
social awareness committee that 
aims el integrating their children 
into the community. 

Moving away from the class¬ 
room facilities, there is a physio¬ 
therapy room and a television 
roam, a library is available, and 


there is a computer system lliat 
teaches basics such as shapes. 
Peacocks and other animals can 
be seen through glass walls in an 
in-house garden. 

Some of the older women can 
be seen in another area, weaving 
busily. Siltam is in her early 
twenties and is happy to see a 
visitor. She energetically contin¬ 
ues to work at her carpel, adding 
a new cord every now and again. 
Traditional carpets such as hers 
can be bought at very competi¬ 
tive prices and special designs 
can be ordered, for this is how 
Siham and others like her earn 
their living. 

A vocational carpentry work¬ 
shop for 24 males is also housed 


at the center. Young men craft 
items of furniture, and are happy 
to stop and chat. They seem con¬ 
tent as they saw and hammer 
away in their own private world. 
Dr Salem pointed out that the 
reason behind the workshop 
was: "We just want to give them 
a chance to gain some skills like 
the others." He added dial these 
patients are very independent 
and can accomplish a lot. 

Dr Salem said sadly that some 
skilled but mentally handicapped 
adults arc not so lucky. "It is un¬ 
fortunate that sonic employers 
take advantage of a menially re¬ 
tarded person, to make him or 
her work more hours and more 
laborious tasks," he said. He 
added that patients such as these 
arc seen to make very good em¬ 
ployees because they accept any 
sort of job and do exactly what 
they are trained to do. 

He commented on the current 
debate over a law for handi¬ 
capped persons, their right to ed¬ 
ucation, health and employment. 
He said that a team is now push¬ 
ing for the establishment of an 
organization which will take 
care of these people in case they 
are found to be alone in the 
world - rather like an old peo¬ 
ple's home. 

The purpose of this center, 
said Dr Salem, is to provide di¬ 
rect services to its members; ser¬ 
vices which include training, 
teaching, behavior modification, 
health and dental care, and trails- 


portallon Most member,■ 
charged for the services iffl 
receive (although the J 
expenses for each "clm-S 


gjFshd A. Salameh 

-I rw Jordan's foremost liter- 
^SkMoths Arrazzaz 
jK’whose works normal- 
f „Ss some rather unortho- 
KSsa from his readers. 
ISSm work, which wo 

fea&SS* 


is totally financed by novel eontaiiimg /Ac 

Mrs Rtdiq Al-Hari? life I ERaf*""* 
services ore also provided^ 1 
velop special educaUon in J*’ W iljof ine masterpiece u 


velop special education in fo.! 
dan. At the center's plush led®: 
room, parent and teacher wt: 
shops are held, and visiting®.' 
ciahsls from abroad give V 
lures. i 

Exciting events in the pipes# 
for the center are the up and: 
coming 1993 Winter Olympia 
and the 1995 Summer Olympics, { 
This will not be the Hm time 
that the center has participated,: 
since from 1987 up to 1991 (he■ 
center has made it a policy r 
take pan. In 1991 Tour atm 
from the center went to Mime- 
sota, where they won two gold,! 
two bronze and one silver m-tdi 
96 countries joined in, of which 
six were from the Arab world, j 
The team participated in roany f 
events such as track and field.f 
running and long jump. Other 1 


dan. At the center's plush lea® I (■ownUreratur®- 

s? sassssl .“jsssri- 

Exciting events in iheniKk 1 fc Bishop's School, where c 
for the center are the ^edagift for creative wni- 

rr 19 ft, he enrolled at the 
fLjsity of Baghdad, where he 

philosophy. It w “. ( J ur ; 

period that he published 

Graduating in 1976, he 
J as an editor for the Iraqi 
.ft newspaper Al-Thawrah, 
tptaed regularly to the Pat- 
0ss Affairs Magazine , be¬ 
ta} a departmental head at the 
Abi an municipality library, 
«] b presently working as an 
s^or Tor the Jordanian daily 
running and long jump. Other g^uAd-Dustour. 
special teams included an ta j fcrazzaz is a member of the 
skating, roller skating, basket- : btoi Association of Writers 
ball, ping pong, and swimming' tdhuproduced eight works of 
team, who are all trained by vol-ji ^ in addition to his count- 
umccrs ai local centers. As lie! te essays and articles which 
1993 winter Olympics approach,, taebeen published in Jordani- 
in Austria, the icc skating lean KB jj ^ Arab newspapers 
is busily in training, while the u]journals. He has also Wins- 
ccntcr's sportsmen and wantai bed a number of books from 
participate in imer-cenier com- ^ and other foreign lan- 


pctilions on a more local level 


Jordan's holiday-makers spot Sri Lanka's tourist potential 


By Bede Perera A group of journalists who 

Special to The Star- came from Jordan and assessed 

Sri Lanka's tourist potential said 
"SRL LANKA is now the place -of their impressions: "Our tour 
for Jordanians - and' 1992 will of this wonderful country-with 
prove that it will be one of their these smiling, hospitable pcoplo 
major destinations." This was has changed our outlook. Wc 
the assessment of Sri Lanka's used to think of the Island only 
tourist potential in the new year as a source of maids and cheap 
by Mr Shafiq Maqboui, the Sri labor. We have now discovered 
Lankan area manager of Royal the other side to these well edu- 

Tltnlflniltn' AlrlinAfl' lukiAW' nnnnn«l - jtnlArl Inla-t'.i _ ..^. 1 . __ J _ 


- J ordanian -Airlines; which opened 

• its services to Colombo recently. 

! With offices in the spraWUtig 1 
Taj Samudra Hotel, Mr Maqboui 
: thinks that 1992 :wiU be a very - 
good year for Sri Lanka: "Things 
are..settling down and the coun¬ 
try's image abroad has improved 

• dramatically,", he said. "People 
are realizing that this is a safe 

'•-fcbuniry tp visit — either to have 
a refreshing, quiet holiday,or to, 
do business in a holiday atmos-' 

. phere.'U Already brobhqres and 
Mother- publicity material on Sri 
Lankan . tourism are being 
anapped up In Jordan. 


cated, tolerant people and this 
fantastic country. In fact Sri Lan¬ 
ka is an exciting destination that 
.offers tourists the warmest wel¬ 
come and the best facilities at a 
' very reasonable cost ." 

Since the inauguration of Roy- , 
al Jordanian Here a series of' 
three articles about Sri Lanka 
have been featured in The Star*. 
Another-article has appeared in 
' the major daily Arabic paper 
"Al-Dustaur" and another in the 
Arabic daily "Al-Rai." 

. Mr Osama El-Sherif, editor-in- : 
chief of The Star said, . "During 
ihe few days we spent in Sri 


Lanka, < we were Introduced to 
the country's post and present. 
We also had the opportunity to 
share with some Sri Lankans 
their hope for the future. For me 
the Island's greatest asset is its 
people; friendly, simplo and con¬ 
fident of themselves. Wherever 
We went, wc were received with 
smiles and hospitality. This hap¬ 
piness is a great resource; one 
which Sri Lankans are putting to - 
good use." 

. According to Mr Maqboui, it 
is the beaches, the cool green up¬ 
lands, fthai are on a par with 
. Switzerland) and the sports and 
specialist activities that draw 
Jordanians to Sri Lanka, but the 
biggest attraction is its great his¬ 
torical civilization and works of 
art, architecture and culture, 
which have great similarities to 
those of their own country. 

: There are now two Royal Jor- 
daniah Flights to Colombo from 
.Amman, with connections all.' 
. over the Middle East, North 
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Focus on Jordanian literature (3) 

Mo'nis Arrazzaz: An 
unorthodox tradition 



Mo'nis Arrazzaz 


ft a and other Arab newspupers 
l uljournals. He has also wins- 
| m a number of books from 

* feg&sh and other foreign lan- 

* pages into Arabic. Ho was 

I nvded Ihe Stale Prize for Lit- 
fflBS In 1989-90 and the Tcis- 
«Start Prize for fiction by 
lbe Jordanian Writers Associu- 
fob 1991. 

tit Desecrated Memory and A 
W and Two Hats ore two 
^novels in one volume, pub* 
by The Arab Publishing 
mu for Research in Bei- 
a „j|991.The first novel uccu- 
jimore than two-thirds of the 
mM is probably the oari- 
g^Jjlfr tiro novels to comprc- 

'fccond novella, A Head 
[Hats presents a philo- 
reading of Man's Qilem- 
£■ where the struggle Tor 
w and the struggle for stirvi- 
it a pivotal point. The 
sgp™ 1 characters, a bakt man 
man, murder the 
A holding and estab- 
Ku .ft** between them to 
iBc'.ftWn of the ten*. 
Mthu alliuoe almost im* 
Jy^Wiks down as a rc- 
vtarir competition for 
paoy Is a symbol of 
WJM the struggle for 
the safety and 
pfuie whole commu- 
in a dead- 


Reproduction of an ancient sculpture of Sri Lanka 


Thd PIttl Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
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America and Europe. Royal Jor¬ 
danian Is trying to develop tour- 
- 1st potential from places where 
Airiarika is riot flying, such as ■ 
, Madrid. "Royal Jordanian does 
. hot compete with Airlanka. lt 
only, complements it," empha- 
• slzedMaaboul... 

' .Royal Jordariipn's opening of 
:flights to. Sri Lanka has brought 
; abouL p host of other mutually 
. useful lhlngs; Tourism, business 
and trade and increased human 
understanding,: 

. Ah air freight service has been 
rstiuted;bytne:a)rline;givinga 

: big boOst lo Sri UnkaV export 
i trade; Started.oh January, 15, it is 
! helping with i|he movement of 

t'.-i.'ii i;--; «■ - 


garments, leather, robbers 

ucts and electronics effln^ 

to Europe and the USH® 
freight service. Ui now c°n^ 
ing on a weekly basis,.Mr^ 
every Wednesday. ■ : ’*;i 


m (two protagonists 
iffiwK-ior an. exit fioro 


Bg 58 .«W in which they 
and the rest 
TWuhne of the build- 
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Memory is a paigu, 


the father, Professor Abdel Ra- " 
him, who is crippled following a 11 
tiirombosis attack and the nmpu- n 
tation of his leg ns a result of a 0 
bullet wound, is taken advantage " 
of by his Sri Lankan servant P 
Aria She makes his home a c 
place for her love relations with 6 
a young man who visits her 
nightly, violating all values and 
standards of behavior. 

The novel then begins to shut¬ 
tle forwards nnd hnckwards. pre¬ 
senting the progression of 
events, while at the same time 
unraveling live past family life. 
The present, the past and the fu¬ 
ture arc thus synchronized in a 
gloomy picture: The wife is 
dead, inc daughter has emigrated 
to the United States, and ihe fa¬ 
ther is left alone with his mental¬ 
ly retarded son. Munt|C(h. 

Aria, realizing the dependence 
of son and father upon her, docs 
not Iwsiiaie to make the best of 
the situation. Professor Abdel 
Rahim's post history is also dis¬ 
closed as analogous to his cur¬ 
rent position: An advocate of u 
nationalistic ideology, an activist 
who opjwsed government poli¬ 
cies aim an active organizer of 
den ions irutions who left his 
country for political asylum for 

^Rer a kingish stay there, a 
time during which he came to 
know all the negative aspects of 
such a life, he relumed to his 
country only to find that the 
whole generation of adorers and 
supporters had disappeared, and 
that it had been replaced by a 
new generation that knows nei¬ 
ther ms character nor his history. 
Moreover, the hopes that he had 
pinned on his son had also van¬ 
ished. Ironically, Munqeth. (a 
name meaning ’avion, fcmws 
up an additional burden for his 
father and society as a whole. 

Thu* the fuulliy of all his en¬ 
deavor! and aspirations is 
ushered in; a ghostly image 
which combines the past, the 
present, and the prospective fu- 
uke. 

Professor Abdel Rahim strives 
i hard to reintroduce himself to 
the cuneM political life, looking 
i for a candfctaie to support in the 
pariamemanr election. cam- 
k Mia, bat bis aoempi is aBo 


quents his house nearly every 
night to desecrate his house, his 
bed and his photographs. He 
stands before this challenge 
helplessly; a continuous remin¬ 
der of his weakness, his defense- 
lcssncss, and his insignificance. 
Here is one of the scenes from 
the novel, in which the servant 
and her lover violate the house, 
disregarding the simplest rules 
of decency and respect: 

At first, they used to take all 
the necessary precautions: She 
used to take him inside her bed¬ 
room, bolt the door firmly with 
the latch and make the least pos¬ 
sible noise they could; but later, 
they started to encroach upon 
the whole house, after discover¬ 
ing one night that the father saw 
them, and opened his lips to say, 
not to shout , but to declare with¬ 
out sound, without light, and 
without any movement, his crip¬ 
pled bewilderment. They over¬ 
came the first moment's fright, 
and began to exceed the limits. 



ing. Did you use to enjoy her, I 
mean, physically? Why then did 
you meddle with politics ?" • 

Professor Abdel Rahim watch¬ 
es him dumbly put the wedding 1 
picture into air inside pocket, 
and says in a stifled voice: 
"No!", but his words are sub- 
merged in Munqelh's snoring. 

Aria joins her lover, and fetch¬ 
es the late lady's perfume. Sud¬ 
denly, she looks at Abdel Rahim, 
she sees him gaping at her with 
wide, defiant, silent shining eyes. 
Munqeth’s snoring rises high 
above their heads and the serene 
calmness; and in the father's 
eyes, she discerns two petrified 
drops of tears, glistening. 

Perceiving how safe she is, she 
laughs, uses the perfume, and 
puts around her wrist one of the 
late lady's bracelets and embrac¬ 
es her lover. 

In an inexplicable sadism, they 
commit everything before ihe old 
man's eyes; they lie down on the 
late lady's bed, next to the fa¬ 
ther's bed, send out demonic 
laughter and engage themselves 
in an erotic scene, while the old 
man becomes more mi more In¬ 
troverted. 

He tries to avoid looking at 
them, but he is dominated by 
some mysterious, inscrutable 
power that urges him to watch, 
as though to remind himself of 
ius utter impotence, as though he 
is intent on mobilizing his indig¬ 
nation against them and against 
ius infirmity; as though he de¬ 
sires not to let this ugly, indecent 
deed which is committed so 
close to him pass unobserved. 
This deed which virtually does 
not affect his body, moves hun 
profoundly. And so, with an In¬ 
termittent, whispering voice, 
which quickly gains height and 
becomes more vigorous, he be¬ 
gins to sine: "If / fall, oh com¬ 
rade, in the struggle take my 
place." The young man jumps in 
fright, then recollects and says 
in amazement: Tou are modi 

7 am singing," retorts the old 
man, ”but my memory has start¬ 
ed to fail me." Then he fixes his 
eyes on the young man in scruti¬ 
ny, and says: r . 

■From the balcohy, I used to 
see thousands of young men s 
faces, they were all of your age; 
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for whom / devoted my life. 
Please, return the photos to the 
album, suffice it t/iat you stole 
the first one. Tell me, won't you 
return it? Of what use will the 
photos be?" 

"Mister , I'm here; did you for¬ 
get me?" says Aria interrupting; 
and her voice echoes in the si¬ 
lence of the dark house. The 
young man does not turn to her ; 
instead, he pulls out his knife, 
and without rising, displays it 
before the professor. 

"Do not disturb me. If you feel 
lonely, and if you'd like to have a 
chat, then go walking on your 
Olympic feet. Ha! Ha! To your 
lunatic sons bedroom, and tell 
him the story of your life." 

Abdel Rahim smiles bitterly, 
and reiterates: "If I fall, oh com¬ 
rade, in the struggle take my 
place — no, no, the words are 
inaccurate. Something's the mat¬ 
ter with my memory, do you re¬ 
member the poem?" 

"I don't memorize poems," vo¬ 
ciferated the young man. 

"Munqeth knows U by heart," 
said Professor Abdul Rahim, 
proudly and jubilantly. 

The young man responds with 
a series of erotic moans, sweat 
running down his cheeks and 
chest, and Aria rejoins him with 
rhythmic sighs. 


The old man in this novella is 
passive, despite all his attempts 
to be otherwise, and the tremen¬ 
dous challenge remains to be 
faced regularly. His tragedy, 
however, becomes more weighty 
as he loses his second foot, at the 
time he is preparing himself to 
participate in a campaign to sup¬ 
port a young candidate in his 
parliamentary elections. 

At this point of despair, inhibi¬ 
tion and impotence, a dream 
presents the only outlet for the 
fulfilment of his wishes. In his 
dream, he sees his imbecile son 
save the father from a robber, 
and later Aria's lover, who 
comes to attend a banquet which 
Aria had held in his honor. 

Bui the disillusionment comes 
quickly, when die telephone 
rings and wakes him up to naked 
reality: For, to his dismay, on the 
telephone is Aria's lover, re- 

3 nesting him to call her, while at 
le same time Munqeth enters 
. his father's bedroom, looking in¬ 
quisitive. 

Despite the symbolic implica¬ 
tions of the novel, its fascination 
and power remain strong at its 
literal reading; U can be read and 
enjoyed away from its political 
implications: It is a study in 


The elegant young man enters f/ fakgs (he j om 0 F Q balloonj 
the old man's dark bedroom, a (hgn ^ barsts iL After a hvsten- 

smail electric torch in his hand, cfl/ w 0 f laughter, he re- 

and a cigar in his mouth. He mr & »My father! My father 
puffs its smoke in the face of the ^ {0 your doss, and used 

old man who had once been a {Q cfl j/ yg U a handful of rogues 


SSrStfJ&S fsSt&W 

T sir? » K fox* S: 

mr^My fa&My father any nation Under .ceriai.n cireuni- 

_j .. Ly,i* vmir rlnsi'tind 8tHflC6S. M < 
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bitter enemy of oppression, but 
his unbreakable valour, or the 
reminiscence d it wa r deeply 
rooted there, despite the impact 

^ The young man takes the old 
man's second album of photo- 
^raphs out of the cupboard, the 
lore of memories, and the m 

7™ If U[e and old toys He 

looks at the pictures! jM* 
valid standing on a balcbny that 
ZrbiSlhe 8 Husseini Mosque 

Tlieanltr^lhicityMm^ 


and rascals." ., 

v Thanks be to Allah, the old ■ 
man says in a relieved lone. So . 
your father was not among those. 


Faftd A. Salhmeh is * produced 
at Radio Jordan. He. has; an 
MA in English Literature froifl 
the University of Jordan, • 
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Algeria in turmoil 

IT IS with much pain and anxiety that we follow the sad events in Alge¬ 
ria, which have led so far to the escalation of tension as the country went 
into a state of emergency. Since the five-man presidential council headed 
by Mr Muhammad Boudiaf has chosen to confront the Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS), the chances of driving the country into a vicious cycle of vi¬ 
olence have increased. FIS with its millions of backers will not give up 
the fight easily in spite of the government crack down. It is clear that 
what remained of FIS' leadership will now go underground and wage a 
popular war of resistance against the military-backed council. No victor 
will emerge from this endless civil strife, but all Algerians stand to lose 
as.militancy and violence substitute dialogue and compromise. 

The Islamists may have lost a golden opportunity to take over the lead¬ 
ership of this important Arab-African country for the time being. But it is 
certain that they have not lost the overwhelming support of most Algeri¬ 
ans. Quite the contrary. The usurpation of power by Mr Boudiaf and his 
associates in the military have denied the council and the government of 
Mr Said Ahmad Ghozrdi of all sympathy across Algeria's political di¬ 
vide. The Islamists, who achieved a landslide victory Si round one of Al¬ 
geria's first free elections early this year and were certain to do the same 
in the second round, now have a legitimate claim to power, unlike the 
ruling council. This important advantage will bring many of Algeria's 
smaller political parties to ally themselves with the FIS in resisting the 
present illegitimate government. 

The power of FIS' leadership may have waned as a result of the current 
crack dowh, but It is Important to remember that FIS' real strength lies in 
1S its grassroots support This leaves the military and Mr Boudiaf s council - 
with only two options, since they wasted, their third one, which is to ne- 
, gotiate with FIS about resuming Algeria's process of democratization. 

- The first option Is to send'in. the army to confront the people in the 
streets, of Algiers, Batna, Tebessa, Oran, Tleiricen, Medea and others. It 
is ironic.that Boudiaf;. himself a hero of the war of liberation against 
French occupiers, may have to fight the-same-kind of popular resistance 
of which he was once a leader, This option will suck the country into *: 
• months and maybe years of a bloody civil war similar to those of Aneo- 
la, El Salvador ahd Chile. ' • 

. The second bpU6ri wm .be for Boudiaf to flee back into exile thus creat- 
ing a power vaciium Which will automatically be filled by the FIS. This 
V opbori is also, dangerous since it could mean a repeat of the one-party- 
;. rale of the National Liberation Front ,(NLF).-r- which had! beset Algeria 
•for 30 years -t this .time.by FIS m the absence of democratic traditions 
. and a midu-party systetn jdf^Yenwnent - . 

, As tp Boudiaf s erropfipus ^s&umptipn that'be could defeat the FIS and ■ 
’ tite Islamists by Tfcvlvjejrthe economy, creating; jobs and solving the 
; .bousing shpriSgi, we can only remind Mi* Boudiaf that theFIS will do its. 
verybesrfoderailpconqmbdevdlO^^Lbykeeping the country poll Li- 
CalWiiristable,’' -/*; ;. 4/- •' 

Mr Bqpiaf and hlsmJ$aiy associates could try to turn the clock back 
by reheating President akdlTBertjdid fyr aft interim period, enough for 




Mahmoud Riad 


Death of a statesman 


Mahmoud Riad, politician and diplo¬ 
mat, born 8 January 1917, Foreign 
Minister Egypt 1964-72, Secretary- 
General League of Arab States 1972-79, 
died Cairo 25 January 1992. 

By Adel Darwish 

THE DEATH of Mahmoud Riad, die for¬ 
mer Egyptian foreign minister and Sccrc- 
tary-Gcncral of the League of Arab States 
(LAS), has deprived Arab negotiators in 
the Middle East peace process of an im¬ 
portant adviser. 

Although he was Egyptian, the Pales¬ 
tine Liberation Organization (PLO) was 
in permanent contact with Riad for advice 
and consultation. So were many other 
Arab delegations, since Riad was one of 
the most experienced negotiators in Arab- 
Israeli disputes and had the most compre¬ 
hensive knowledge of the regional issues 
— borders, economics, and water and 
mineral resources — which lie at the heart 
of the dispute over the West Bank, the 
Golan Heights and south Lebanon. 

Riad's diplomatic career spanned more 
than four decades. It started when he led 
the military section of the Egyptian dele¬ 
gation at the 1949 armistice negotiations 
following the conflict over the partition 
of Palestine and the declaration of the 
Jewish state in 1948. 

Riad participated in diplomatic dealings 
and negotiations in further regional and 
international events including the 1956 
Suez campaign; the Nasscr-Macmillon 
rapprochement of 1959; The Algerian war 
of independence; the Six Day War in 
1967; the 1970 Black September clashes 
in Jordan; the Yom Kippur war in 1973; 
the Lebanese civil war in the mid-1970s; 
the Egyptian-Isracli peace treaty and the 
subsequent Arab boycott of Egypt in 
1979; the first Gulf war of 1980-88 and 
the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. 

He.bitterly opposed the invasion, and 
used his position among Arab nations to 
persuade them to back and Arab summit 
conference in Cairo in August 1990 that 
. paved thp way for building die Arab- 
International coalition that liberated Ku¬ 
wait. . ' 

‘Bom In 1917 to.an Egyptian middle- 
class family, Riad was one of the first 

f ederation of non-aristocrats to graduate 
rom military academy, in 1939. He was 
promoted captain in 1948, and look his M 
Phil in international law and strategy in 
the same .year. 

Four years later he was put in charge of 
the Palestine Desk at the Egyptian For¬ 
eign Ministry, and in 1953 took over the 
ministry's. Arab Affairs Directorate. Jn 
'1955 he was appointed ambassador us Da¬ 
mascus, where he canvassed Arab support 
for Egypt during die 1956 Suez conflict, 
and payed the way for the 1957 talks lead¬ 
ing to an Egypdan-Syrian federation (the 
United Arab Republic) in Fehruaiy 1958. 
.Thirty years later.l.almost to the day, 
^President Mubarak'relied on Riad's expe- 
;, hence to make a stirt on Egyptian-Synan' 

, rrippfochemeni afier a decade of hostility. 

Mahmoud Riad was one of die few oftl- 
, W, Ute the late Hassan Sabri al-KhouU, 
Who left, the’military in order, po bring 
EgVfct respectability in the international 
diplomatic;.arena,By M. time:lUad be-, 
came President Nasseris adviser on [far. 
. eign affairs in .I960, Fgypt was already in. 
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the heart of the non-aligned movement, | 
carrying its diplomacy into the heart of 1 
Africa and many Third World countries, f 

Riad was active in those circles, and | 
when he was appointed Egypt's perm- 3 
nent representative at the United Nations 
(UN) in 1961 he found strong support 
from die non-aligned block. 

Riad became foreign minister in 1964 
and founded the Egyptian InsUlute for Di¬ 
plomacy, at once think-tank and training 
campus for die Egyptian Foreign Minis¬ 
try. In 1970 he was given the additional 
portfolio of Deputy Prime Minister, ifc 
handled some difficult tasks such as the 
Arab summits in Khartoum in 1969 and 
Rabat in 1970, when oil-rich Gulf stales ■ 
were reluctant to pay their share to Caro < 
to reimburse her for her confrontation / 
with Israel, j 

In the succeeding two years he persuad- ■ 
ed all African states but three (South Afn- , 
ca, Lesotho and Malawi) to sever dip®- j 
malic relations with Israel for hs rate®'' 
to implement UN Resolution 242 mo , 
withdraw from Egyptian Sinai. IN 19% i 
Rind became the third sccretary-genwa) 
of die League of Arab states succeed^ } 
Abd al-Khnliq Hassouna, who also died 
last week. 

During his IcadcrsljB Df die LAS.Rkd , 
had to deal with unprecedented comucu: 
and splits among Aab cwntries. But we.. • 
mqjor crisis came 

summit in Baghdjl decided to «P» 
Egypt for makingiqfatoe wiwrisraa A • ■ 
though he opposed Sadat bitterly. _ . | 

Riad wrote to all Arab leaders s^ung- \ 
that the Baghdad summit was nuH too J 

void since he. the Secretary-General w 

•the LAS, had not issued the ‘ nv, g^ 
He resigned when the Arabs deeww . 
move the LAS headquarters from Cain) ^. * 

■^RUd published several books aboul ^ ) 
Middle East and the AraMsraeli co* . 
•and was in a unique position U) 8^ i 
vice to almost all parties on the Arab ■^ 

. in the Middle East peace process recew j 

Lord Caradon, Alert Britainsgj 
Representative at the,UN, m draft s 

Security Council ResoluUon .242 

urging Arab states to recogm^ 1 ^!^ 

; guarantee its security WJthin thepj^,^; - 
borders. This resolution is 
day's Baker Plan for. a ramaneni 
rn^m in the Middle EasL ■ • 
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IMF HMdquirtan. 

general once explained to Napoleon why 
coumTopen fire on the enemy: "First, we have 
guns.," 

May, the general might be looking for the purse 
ings. For it is economics not armaments that is 
flight to bear against foe and friend alike, and decides 
’'fate of nations and national governments. Cash is 
flg-tie who has capital, or access to it, occupies the 


l is m this context that the World Bank and the 
emotional Monetary Fund (IMF), the world’s two 

to multinational lerufingandfinanceinstituhons, 

| taken on a role almost larger than life. 

Penned at the 1944Bretton Woods conference, these 


w support to governments which accept their poluy 
tyosals for overcoming economic epidemics oj 


influence national politics and the fa • of governments 
and nations. 

The Bank, involved primarily in mg-term loans, 
committed some US$22 billion to ne rly 80 countries 
in 1991 alone. The IMF, providing s urveillance over 
the economies of 156 member countries and financing 
to countries facing external payment problems, last year 
disbursed about $26 billion to over 50 countries. 

With command economies being replaced by market 
. economies, political and social realities are changing, 
and the two institutions are more influential than ever 
before. In a world characterized by a global capital 
shortage and an abundance of debt, by inflation and 
stagflation, they stand alone in their expertise. . 

But they are also accused of interfering- in the 
internal affairs of sovereign states; .being culturally 
blind in pushing similar remedies;, fa countries as 
dissimilar as Chile and Czefappiovalfia; worshipping 
the market-oriented philosophy of the Chicago School; 
serving as debt collectors for commercial banks; and 
administering shock therapy at the expense of the poor. 

Just as the IMF and the World Bank examine the 
bank balances of the nations of the world, Ms issue 
examines the balance of 
achievement and 
failure of thesie 
two powerful 
institutions 


I 





A 























age 2 


The WorldPaper 


CAPITAL OF THE WORLD 


Seeing the people behind the numbers 

IMF and World Bank tackle poverty, call for fewer guns, more butter 


By Brad Durham 

in Washington, D.C. 

AS DEVELOPING countries emerge 
from the debt crisis of the 1980s, the 
IMF and the Wbrld Bank have changed 
policy to focus on world poverty—in part 
by slashing military spending. 

Bank President Lewis Preston, a 40- 
year veteran of J.P. Morgan, announced 
the new policy in a surprising speech at 
the annual meeting of the IMF and the 
Bank in Bangkok last October. The 
Bank’s lending, he said, "should be linked 
to a country’s effort to reduce poverty/’ 

The IMF followed through by announc¬ 
ing that it would use its financial and 
political resources to encourage coun¬ 
tries seeking to borrow to convert mili¬ 
tary spending into investment in health 
and education. 

' ‘Our regional president told Pakistan 
in no uncertain terms recently that it 
ought to cut its military expenditures 
and redirect it into the civilian economy/ ’ 
says Bank spokesman John Mitchell. 

4 ‘hi the 'New Vforld Order/ we can’t af¬ 
ford to ignore military policy anymore/ ’ 

Mitchell explains that there are two 
reasons for the new concern about the 
welfare of the poor. It is in part a re¬ 
sponse to the criticism in the 1980s that 
the Bank and the IMF were more con¬ 
cerned about economic efficiency than 
social justice. And it is reassurance to 
the Third Vforld that it won’t be forgot¬ 
ten in the rush to assist Eastern Europe 
and the former Soviet Union. 

The new policy is possible because 
whole continents now accept the wisdom 
of slashing budget deficits and freeing 
markets, once the controversial IMF vi¬ 
sion of the world but now called the 
"emerging consensus" on economic 
policy. The wave of reform swept Latin 
America late in the 1980s, turning a 
dismal debt hole into the darling of the 
IMF and the Bank. Mexico, Argentina, 
Afenezuela and Chile are re-establishing 
themselves as reliable customers for 
loans from private banks. 

: The booming, so-called Tigers df Asia 
(Singapore, South Korea, Taiwan, 
Thailand, Indonesia and others) are 
cited with pride as countries that ac¬ 
cepted the prthodaxy of fiscal reform 
and structural adjustment. In Africa,- 
Morocco seems serious about privatiaa- 
tfori and is entering the second ph?se 
of economic restructuring, whijeNi- 
geria begins restructuring its debt this 
;year..•* V.' : . 

Even India , one of the last bastions of 

long a critic trfthe IMFandlfe Bank, 
has launched an impressive program of 
reform that has merited loans totaling 


US$2.7 billion, with more to follow. 
Some governments, in fact, ate adopting 
reforms that go beyond those sug¬ 
gested, and the IMF’s managing direc¬ 
tor, Michel Camdessus, says that while 
his predecessors spent much of their 
time edging governments toward reform, 
he listens to governments talking about 
their desire for change. 

But the Bank and the IMF are now 
rushing to assist Eastern Europe and the 
Commonwealth of Independent States 
(CIS—the former Soviet Union) at a 


speed that belies the idea that they are 
sluggish international bureaucracies. In 
less than three years, the two have lent 
more tlian $11 billion in Eastern Europe. 
Loans of $6 billion have been approved for 
Boland, the region’s boldest reformer, 
although it has not met all the proposed 
conditions. Within three months of rejoin¬ 
ing the IMF in September, Czechoslo¬ 
vakia received $1.8 billion in assistance. 

The IMF has sent technical assistance 
teams to five Eastern European countries 
and the CIS to advise on problems rang- 


ing from foreign currency operatic 
privatization^! state-owned industries 
The Bank will provide technical helot 
the normal way as its projects arek 
plemented. 

But neither agency expects festal 
easy results in Eastern Europe As one 
official said: "Much of the zeal is theb 
vor of new converts. Helping will be q. 
timely difficult since they don’t have tfc 
intellectual tradition to distinguish be¬ 
tween good and bad advice. And, since 
this is uncharted territory, m soroe 
cases neither do we." 

Eastern Europe’s cold-turkey transi¬ 
tion from communism to capitalism^ 
become the most formidable challenge 
yet to the IMF and the Bank. Theywfl 
remain powerful also in the CIS, Africa 
and elsewhere where national econo- 
, mies are in dire straits.# 
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The shock therapy 
that is too shocking 
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F or THE FIRST time in the I 
IMF and the World Bank’s 
history, a top executive said 
that they do not pay enough at¬ 
tention to the poor of the world. 
The surprising admission was 
made by none other than IMF 
yjnagjng Director Michel Camdessus 
itheannual meeting of the two institu¬ 
tes held last October in Bangkok, 
i Ostensibly, it is the poor countries 
j foe8Qpercent of the world's population 
lUchpioduces only 26 percent of global 
COP) that the IMF and the World Bank 
bold be helping. This constituency, 
|(fflprising Latin America, Africa, and a 
b&partof Asia, is actually the “fief” 
tithe too Institutions. The collapse of 
(aununismin the former Soviet Union 
ri Eastern Europe has revealed that 
their populations should also be 
idusified as the underprivileged part of 
Imrwortd. In each region, the IMF and 
(feBank's actions have hindered growth 
emuch as they have promoted it. 

The problem of Latin America is sim- 
Given the high growth rate of pop- 
sWm (over 2 percent a year), mul the 
IWflier growth rate of the labor force 
put 3 percent a year), the GDP 
M increase by more than 3 percent 
jwttUy, preferably 4 percent, to pro- 
jifelhe cushion necessary to move the 
iKMomy forward and improve living 
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. Jfc that end, investment in new pro- j 
units is required either from j 
wad or from capital accumulated at j 
wee. Unfortunately, capital inflow fell | 
•Winthe 1980s and the formation I 
2*^ capital was hindered by the 
of money from Latin America 
Wbanks to service debts. In other 
iS' ^stroents went down 
g net transfer of money abroad \ 

L M Hn . 


■ prescription of the IMF [ 
i JjJ American countries has been ( 
gjy ^fatening, antMoflation crash ] 
jW. and sharp cuts in social se-! 

^ irKasures i 
for working men and \ 

PRN 4* poor. More often than j 
lWMF has pushed too hard for 
^wt^tationa of natkmal cur- 
economies with little 
RH^Wichr- 

iS^a^ivised hw proven the 
!to Eastern European 
fo teake the trene^ion to a 


BY SILVIU BRUCAN 

IN BUCHAREST.ROMANIA 

ing food and consumer item prices 
which have left those on fixed incomes 
in a bind. The first casualty of that eco¬ 
nomic strategy was ex-premier Thdeusz 
Mazowiecki in Poland, and the second 
was ex-premier Petre Roman in Romania 
whose government was toppled by the 
rampaging miners. 

The African debt crisis is the worst. 

An 

Eastern European’s 
complaint: the poor 
nation's purse is 
short of money but 
full of pain. 


Africa’s collective GNP has shrunk from 
US$200 billion in 1980 to $140 billion in 
1990. As a consequence, malnutrition, 
hunger and infant mortality have reached 
alarming proportions while essential ex- 
penditurcs on education and health have 
been reduced sharply. African debt ser¬ 
vice has risen from 4 percent of GDP in 
1982 to 8 percent in 1990. But these 
figures do not represent what the coun¬ 
tries of the continent really owe. 

[f Africa could have met its schedul¬ 
ed obligations in 1990, debt service 
payments would have absorbed 15 per¬ 
cent of GDP and nearly 60 percent of 
the region’s export eaming9. Between 
I 1986 and 1990, the IMF has extracted 
j more than $3 billion from the low- 

i income countries of sub-Saharan Africa. 

| In Zambia, the IMF-backed economic 
reform program which called for an end 
to stale subsidies, particularly food sub¬ 
sidies designed to help the poor, was 
deferred by former president Kaunda 
I until after the elections in October. He 
I was severely criticized by the IMF for 
; his decision. 
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Timing to Asia, a World Bank report 
on India’s agriculture called on the 
government to halt the subsidization of 
fanners in regions that have prospered 
from state investment. The report 
claims that such subsidies are channel¬ 
ing cheap food to the urban rich. But 
what about the urban poor? Do they 
prefer food to be expensive? 

Cutting state subsidies of food staples 
is also one of the central recommenda¬ 
tions the IMF.has made to East Euro¬ 
pean governments. Predictably, the 
result has been a rapid increase in food . 
prices. It is interesting to note the that 
state subsidies to support agriculture in 
Vfestem countries amounts to nearly 
$100 billion annually. As the Romans us¬ 
ed to say, Quod licet Jovi non licet bovi 
(What is permitted to Jupiter is not per¬ 
mitted to the ox). 

In the Philippines, a report last Oc¬ 
tober published jointly by Oxfam and 
The Freedom from Debt Coalition crit¬ 
icized the IMF for requiring excessively 
harsh measures exclusively geared to 
the balance of payment and the foreign 
debt problem, but having a catastrophic 
effect on the welfare of ordinary people. 

In Sri Lanka, local newspapers accused 
the IMF of setting stringent conditions 
for a $455 million loan that included a 
reduction in tariff protection for local 
manufacturers and the introduction of 
value-added taxes on consumer goods. 

Apparently the bad habits acquired | 
under the Reagan administration, from 
political arm-twisting to conditioning 
loans and credits to abortion regulations, 
are still alive and kicking. At last year 8 
; meeting in Bangkok, the emphasis was 
[ on democratization as a prerequisite for 

. getting financial help. However, demo- 

• cratlzation on the national level is not 
i good enough as long as the world at 

i large is beset by glaring economic inc- 

r qualities. Let us hope that the remark of 
the IMF chairman in Bangkok will be 
followed by a critical reappraisal of all ac¬ 
tivities of the two world financial 
institutions.# 
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JEFFREY SACHS is a rarity in academia: he 
a practices what he preaches. Sachs is a professor of 
a international trade at Harvard University and serves 
a as an economic adviser to several governments in 
Latin America andEastem Europe. He is one of the 
architects of the economic reform introduced in Poland in 
1990and is currently leading a team ofeconomic advisers 
for Russian President Boris Yeltsin. Whenever he has work¬ 
ed, Sachs has helpedshape relations between the IMF and 
the World Bank and local governments. In an interview 
with WsrldPaper Editor Daniel Passent, Sachs parts fact 
• from fiction by responding to some of the criticisms frequently 

voiced about the IMF and the World Bank. 

© Based on your experience advising govem- 
• mentfl from Bolivia to Poland, how would you 
describe the roles of the IMF and the W>rld Bank in 
helping these countries overcome economic catas- 
4 trophe? 

A On the whole, these institutions play a positive 
Ai role, although it could be improved. The IMF tells 
the truth, which is that when a country tries to live beyond 
its means it is going to end up with high instability, lb end 
instability, it generally has to take politically difficult 
austerity measures. That basic message is simple, 
straightforward and correct. The IMF helps not only by 
\ delivering a strong message but also by providing financial 


support to countries that pursue reasonable reforms. 

The main reason the IMF and World Bank aren't as 
'effective as they could be is that there is another side to 
the coin which could be pursued more aggressively. The 
constraints which come from debt burdens could be 
relieved througtagreater international financial assistance. 

Poland, for example, had hyperinflation, and by the end 
of 1989 the society and the economy were spinning out 
of control. Without dramatic measures to reduce the 
budget deficit, there would have been a disaster, complete 
devastation of the economy. The IMF said correctly that 
support for Poland would depend on it taking strong fiscal 
measures to end an enormous budget deficit. But Poland 
needed more than that; it also needed relief from its debt 
and it needed help from outside. The IMF could have done 
more to help Poland mobilize international resources to 
make this abstinent in its debt. 

Q • Is the role of the IMF growing? 

A The role of the IMF has been very significant for 
• a number of years, principally because there have 
been a large number of countries in severe financial 
difficulty. Perhaps 50 or 60 countries experienced a. 
foreign debt crisis in the 1980s and had to turn to the IMF 
for financial assistance. The IMF does not force itself on 
any country; countries come to the IMF because they're 


>: ?'v ; And those who don’t have the money,,; 
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in desperate need of help. - 

0 Now, when the Cold War is over and 
• nomlc factors gain in importance, are the 
and the Bank acquiring the role of a supergoijniX 
ment that interferes in the interna! matters of nationsM 

A in Poland, some politicians have recently said; I 
• ‘ 'Why should we deal with the IMF on the terms 1 
we have; we should deal with the IMF on equal terms.' 1 fl 
It's nice rhetoric, but illusory. Poland is not giving the IMFfl 
a loan. Poland is in trouble, it needs help. So taw 
something one could call "unequal” about that. Ttjett|fl 
did not throw itself at Poland. fl 

You can argue whether or not the IMF is doing a go|fl 
job. From what I can see, the IMF’s basic message'® 
Poland has been correct on economic grounds-thatwfl 
country would harm itself by trying to sustain the grofffl 
budget deficit which would lead back to hyperinflatkfl 
On the other hand, I would like to see the IMFgM 
Poland more support in the international community® 
reduce its debt to private banks and get more financ® 
support. The IMF's basic line is correct but it surelycttiffl 
have made life in Poland easier. There are 50 countrj® 
where this is an issue right now. -■■■M 

What I really detest is the white-hot, populist rhetot|| 
that pounds the table and says, "Ws wouldn't deal ijM 
the IMF,’' That's just stupid. These are people who Ml 
want to observe the basic laws of economics. The I»|j 
message is simple and correct: it will lend to a cou$J| 
if the country is realistic in its policies. That makes Ml 
people mad because they don't want realistic polideSi 
if countries are realistic they have a stronger case tp|fl 
to the IMF, “Yes, we recognize that what you re sarofl 
is legitimate, we can't have crazy populist poliaes^| 
having done all you've suggested, (now) help us get more | 
international support” 

e ls the IMF applying the same therapy »* 
• countries which, by their nature, ere very v. 
ferent—their economies differ, the people differ, 
political systems differ? Or are the laws ofeeononu?. 
the same everywhere, so the therapies can t ...j 
much? 

The IMF applies roughly the same setolp^ 


similar across the world. If a government wants , 
budget deficits and prints a lot of money it is going to 
high inflation, or a balance of payments crisis, ... 
combination of the two. So the IMF regularly ms 
cutting the deficit. I regard that as absolutely p 01 ^^ 
where the IMF tries to apply the same medicine 
country to Another in a more or less bureauoatKn^^. 
' a government has a chance to go to IMF and expBm^. 
: our Country, the following (policy) would be * be j. 

to achieve a balanced budget...” There s 
negotiation. The bask: principles that the IMFaa . v, 
ate Correct,; but thei governments know tne . ^ 
jcpnditionsjb^ep. .. - t yJ 

f \jt can't be denied that the IMF Is domln 
w * rich nations of the Northern Hemisph er ** 
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SkIh: Till towi of witwlc* ire unWir»l- 


redurtjoni as as reS ponsive as it mi# 


Fis dominated by the creditor nations. It's 
^institution. Those who have the money 
J wouldn't regard that as neocolonialism, 
ufcy doesn't have to go to the IMF. It goes 
s.tbe IMF has something to offer—inter- 
support drag ap«ii>d ol transition. The county 
PMch « right; balanced budgets are the automatic pdand for example, 

to govern, .and it is not right to tend to ^ son J e kind of rhetoric about the neo- 

tocah't keep their own house in order. ,at+mff toseetneion 

it colomal factors but reasonable pre- 


e shots 


pounding the table, saying that everything in the world is 
unfair, that all the problems are due to foreigners and 
neocolonialism, it ends up with bad terms of agreement. 

Q Does the IMF, by applying shock therapy and 
t painful measures, contribute to social tension 
and discontent? Does it des^bilize countries and, 
indirectly, fevor the advocates of strong-hand regimes 
in countries with little democratic tradition? 

A There is something false and something true about 
. that statement. When a country comes to the IMF, 
it is already destabilized, already in serious trouble. For 
example, to blame the IMF for the current social problems 
in Poland would be historically ignorant. Poland vras so 
deeply destabilized that it had a revolution and abolished 
communism. It was a deeply unhappy, destabilized, 
hurting society. And it continues to be because the crisis 
is deep That's not the fault of the international community 
and the IMF; that’s a tragedy (developed) over 40 years. 
But now you find politicians in Poland who are blaming the 
IMF—people who don’t ham even two years of memory. 

On the other hand, I ham a certain sympathy with the 
idea expressed in your question .in the sense that a 
country really reforming itself, really undertaking painful 
. measures, has to be cognizant of the fact that there are 
Kmhs If the reforms are pushed beyond those limits 
everybody loses-the country, the creditor community 
and the rest of the world—because the country becomes 
destabilized. There's a point where enough 18 eno ’^'- 
The IMF should push hard for realism. It should 
I a M lltp1 y reject populism. It should insist thatgovem- 

ments be serious preparing budgets. But after it has done 

that it should remember that societies cai iave complex 
and often self-defeating reactions to crisis, pey can be 
too far, over the edge. Even when a good 
government wants to undertake reforms, it may find lts^ 
nowerless in the face of sharp social reactions. The IMF 
Kdd recognize when its recommended measures are 
jLly too painful to be absorbed, or when they are so 
•ii.rn that they risk destabilizing a democratic 
mvemment M that point, the IMF should tum to the rest 
tftheworid, to the Ah countries; and say, "TOs country 

is doing all it can, and now ft is your turn; 


you’re ^ artln . g l “ 1 1«FM^was very popular in Latin 

f^TthlBat^ThS ny is Star Myeais that 

America m the a s ^ A hecau8e the 


ig ae ng» measures, 11 oesei™ 
■rr^t. During the 1970s anti 3980s, a 
regimes borrowed too heavilyfcom 
3 ^Dtioo to their tending 

radea haw come to power in 
^lattes And tire new deraocratfogovem- 

«to undertake fadanental rdbrms. The 
^Mdeb| b threatening to cripple tire 
^’tountrisi 

^ fc pniy reabstic way forward sa to cut 
contract^to more teafisbc 
sock of the loss- In 


Q Should the IMF and the Bank asalat countries 
. without tying the assistance to specific pro- 
j, or should they become Involved, for instance, In 
helping countries to deal with environmental 

P yt^Ttat’s a tough question. I don’t think that die Off 
A. should get involved Oiecanae) it is far tom its 

e^ertise. The Vfcrfd Bank is a very different wstitotion. 

^Tabarit lending money for structaalchange, andkean 

nto aconstruSive role in the envuronment. Mary 

Countries need international support to improve ^their 
countries nwu these 


^ncaind«1980s.TJe^^- =tte 

n -jx%s5: 

5SSS3--— 

appearing. where there is not that rmtch n ^ d international support to improve their 

But in Eastern Europew w ^ stage, countries neeu g ^ 

e^rienawhhtelMFimd^^^^^ e " e ~£ can vmrk on loans 

and where the it can be very . spiubons n^ ^ imnm » their eroironment. In 

thi, rtale, stupid yeas. My experience 

^ to those ^ W ^ ^ mf in a 

fathatifacounWsfaittteMgP ^ ' wit8 man 

serious and A finanoal support, and 


solutions on countries, the vwrw oanx wiu wwm 
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European Bank mixes hope and ecus 

But is the new bank driven by politics or the search for profits? 


ByMarekOstrowski 

in London, UK 

AT LANCASTER HOUSE, an elegant 
former palace on London’s Green Pferk, 
Great Britain painfully negotiated the 
end of her world empire. But when the 
European Bank for Reconstruction and 


Development was bom there one year 
ago amid tremendous pomp and cir¬ 
cumstance, the palace was transformed 
foom a place of decay to one of life. 

Addressing the representatives of the 
seven post-communist countries of 
Eastern Europe for whom the bank was 
exclusively created, French President 
Francois Mitterrand said, “No doubt, 


hard times lie ahead for you—and you 
have had enough of a system that 
guaranteed hard times. But you don’t 
want to tighten your belts forever: you 
want a message of hope.” 

And the European Bank for Recon¬ 
struction and Development, known as 
the European Bank, is meant to be a 
sign of hope. The bank has three priori- 
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economies in the region and Me. 
environment of Eastern Eur^E 
has been ravaged by E 

ment. - 

The bank's first president. 
Jacques Attali, has made botitSl 
ments on its mission: 
ble the size of the continent®® 
East and \%st) guided by t&ffl 
of the free market and deraoc§B5 
this lofty language does litiet® 
die fears of more down-to-earti® 
in the European Bank who'wm® 
actly how this is going to be 19 
while keeping the bank solve® 
It is still unclear whether poll 
economics will prevail in thed® 
of the European Bank. ‘It is® 
we are going through an identity ® 
said one senior bank official. ■ 
In a recent interview, Attali stfl 
several times that the bank vi 
a charitable institution, but a 
oriented bank operating on en 
sound principles. Nonetheless, 
acknowledged that the Europe^ 

1 'will go (to Eastern Europe) with 
courage than the private sector. 1 
to live off our money, but we can 
a little more time than the privat 
tor to wait for the profits." ■ 
Initially, the US was not w 
thusiastic about the prospect of bi 
ing a member of the Europeans 
But in return for its 10 percent ™ 
making it the largest shareholder! 
41 governments and agenciesrj 
able to extract the condition ttf 
Number Two person in the newbj 
an American. Attali diligently sal 
for an American with the appro! 
prestige in the financing woridwrf 
strengthen the bank’s position 
I don's financial community anddBj 
rumors that the Americans ffij 
very supportive of the institute? 

Ronald Freeman, a lawyer anda 
er who worked for Salomon BrOu| 
almost 20 years, met thesejw 
ments. Although Freeman hM] 
based in New Iferk, his knowe^ 

realities of post-communist cpunc 
surprisingly good. Freemanis coffl 
East Europeans are just as e® 
neurial as Westerners. •_ 
"I am looking for the Henry * 
Eastern Europe, the future® 
neurs. When I find them, W * 
them, because such people^ 
support and encouragemen 

Freeman. . 

One of the important tasJB 

newly created bank is to 
ing stock exchanges. The raj: 
of the bank in various unde 
cording to Freeman, she' 
vestors ‘ ‘a sufficient sense o . 
in a region that is still going-, 

F *WkMtsWsa rapt* 1 

needs of a region which 
of billions of dollars to si 
Surprisingly, the bank’s ^ 
not a shortage of capital, Wfe 

of feasibfo projects 
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sector, and sets the stage for a serious 
political crisis.” 

Attali understands the extent of the 
problem in Eastern Europe: 1 ‘One should 
keep in mind that several problems ap¬ 
pear at the same time—it is not only 
economic reform that has to be con¬ 
sidered. For instance, the communist 
system used to put social equality ahead 
of economic efficiency. A new economic 
system governed only by market deci¬ 
sions would be an opposite extreme. By 
the mechanism of consensus, most of 
the countries try to find a balance be¬ 
tween the collective consciousness of 
the society and the need for individual 
incentive, productivity and growth.” 

Tb enlarge its capital base, last Sep¬ 
tember the bank launched its debut 
, bond issue. More than $600 million in 

I bonds sold out in London within a few 

l hours. The success of the bond issue 

! helped the bank strengthen its position 
I on the capital market. But according to 

* widespread opinion in London*s financial 
community, the real test of the bank s 
nriii rAnio in finannnff investment 


4 £& A . m V ' : on the capital mancei. due accuuuua w 

SgyJ: • • I : (J .’•«=■ widespread opinion in London’s financial 

- " laughing all the way to the bank: At tali (left) end Mitterrand. to financing investment 

!SE thousands of proposals telling him,' 'You know in factitis you mS^^SSSSSSt^im re- 

'sij one director, "but most who governs France I taut.noWybu f soundin 8 in 1,16 West is * at the jf: 

<mbt be treated seriously, you, Even though itrhetoric could botater incompetent or communist countries need unrestricted 
Sfeproposals say ‘Please send joke, Attali s influencei was.no laug g .■ u 0 m incapable of trade more than money.. _ 

nil'll w vnn Wnnw what matter for bankers. Tbday, the same At- fearful p _ 1 ‘Our imnortant role is to influence 


influence 
open the 


M" ^ slresses Pnvauzation: umes ouv — ^omies. But the the Vfest. If we are able to open me 

fpmposals don’t meet the re- and people change. criticism of the IMF that seems to markets in the Jfest for EastEuropean 

Ad market realities. For in- Tobefair, the bank has not existed imports, our influence will meanmudi 

* mnsd called for building long enough to.objectively re«ew ite ^ suiUbleto Eumstances. more than,d the lending we can offer, 
nader the sea to link the cities performance. But this fac "Thev take a certain program, treat it saysAttak. . 

ik, Siberia, and Alaska for silenced the bank s critics, constant, and apply it to various The rale of the EuropeanBankas^ 

of "contributing to interna- "For the time being.everybody isrn^ «>‘ 0 f different catalyst of 

! _ -L U.mI. airamitiimQ Rllt 


ratehip. The number of se- gry: toon i act quiewy wiuu*..,^ms etc” says a European laronm suuj^t ui ^r " 
the bank is consider- come up with a sufficient number of ^ nkdir ^ Ji ^ mied d, “The applies- the Soviet 
(dually only a few dozen, and transactions, our interest rate is too lugh • stabilization pro- our eyes, and . th £P ro ® p ?S d 

»far approved ofonly 5. (3 percent),’' says Freeman. "Some con- nomic reforms Poland, Hungmyand 

*assssi s=3mS2s» sssassasas 
sasaeis stf«ass« a*^^*-* 


,2SKSWS StfBSSSSS.* 

^pt^ects renewed come ---—-- MriUMUMnw* 

i that mdude a Western . by AnlhonyR-Boola and Janos Somogyl 

wrahowto meet bank- New from me J .___ Hunoar/B r ef 0 TfflS slnca 1968. and dlacuBsea ttia 

"3SSSSSI International Moneta ryFund-g-sgaBIJSSS' 

235 TA“—sSSS--- 

__ .aI^i 
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^conservation). About90 11 
projects reviewed come 
’ s that include a Western 
«W8 how to meet bank- 
te. “Enterprises in the 
tslightideaofbowtogo 
1 money from foreign 
V taedirector. 

“ Sfl Wpean Bank may have 
is closely identified 
to, not a darting of the 
^iaLmdon.Heisthe 
^^^gamagumty, 

■iww ideas.' He has wrfe- 
them Bssajon the 
ifatotoAnEwronthe 

W tost hook, M92-A 
S^ W p the tibtidt was 


% QOQUHMinera ; 

as Mitte trend’s 
tdvocatedthena- 
Frara's largest 
faasdad hotting 
dw^quoted as 
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By Dr. Israel Shahak 


uiNY years, Israeli politics have 
^uiritheUS financud support 
Shich in the opinion of both the 
-~a oorinns Israeli DO- 


of the Jewish lobby upon 
^ifSiSes The unforeseen crisis 

HKSe of $10 billion in US guar- 

SsSKS-SrE 
gusasyrs 

^KSted to the direct flow of 
Israel, it affect Is- 
Cj situation in its entirety, 
fi Koriomic correspondent Nehemya 
£L,of Ha'areiz shows it by discuM- 
JfStions betwen Israel and the 

I bankers, as he calls them, 
dealings with Israel, intema- 

„ normally do not ask any 
wit macro-data, and do^ not 
diagrams or scenarios, he 
^ar, "The questions they do 
a different sort; Will the US I 
support Israel? Or, more spe- 
.11 ft conUnue to disburse to Is- j- 
liter year, economic and mtli- 
L. And is the US willing to 
sraeli loans?" . . 

itment of Israel is unique, but it 
lied for many years, Strcssler 
example from the rather recent | 
iow that the international banK- 
ly such questions about Israel, 
indertaken a dispassionate anal- 
i Israeli economy at the begin- | 
ie 1980s, they would not only 
ed to lend us a single dollar any 
they also would have demanded 
dime repayment of past Israeli 
ael then had a hyper-mflation 
etching 500 percent per year 
GNP growth... Not a single ra- 
hinking banker would have lent 
oliar under such circumstances, 
isely In those years, Israel suc- 
i borrowing commercially cnor- 
m of money. That success was 
solely due to US political sup¬ 
ers' reference to the "beginning 
980s" refers to the lime of the 
>asion of Lebanon. The enormous 
IhU invasion was not covered by 
teue in Israeli taxes, nor even by 
‘whlch increased only slightly at 
& The cost was met mostly, by 
elM loans, which the "Intcmauon- 
erg' extended because Israel was 
ported by the US. The invasion of 
n; with ail of its enormous cost in 
■Suffering, would not have oc- 
-had 'l^ael been unable to obtain 
reused to finance it. This fact has 
is significance today and for the fu- 


America 'No longer under our rule:' 

Israelis discuss collapse of 

US lobby 


Sfeliuve ^ Do SVr 



i 

ON WHAT CONDITION • 
UouJ 


NOW IT SEEMS WE*U. 

GET then Somehow 


ft reliance on the power of the \ 
i^bbyin the United States is not Fc 
tJo the domain of finances. As not- < 
jg^ bf Israel's leading political cor- i 
#as,;YoeT Markus, m an article 
'‘They -Destroyed Our Myth, tn 
SvbSt October, the myth had Its 
^Israel both in its American and its 
#phal context 

B iftcant and the most woc- 
Of the crisis was the de- 
Whlch President Bush 
ig the myth of Jewish 
I was Israel's mostireds- 
P^.in America, and Bush brusque- 
fitted to rob its of this asset/; The 
§s| Jewish power, as if taken live 
KMcols of the Bldera of Zion, 
Wecied ihe power of the Jewish 
2$P' of supporters in the Con- 
Ill has; helped usgreatiy In recent 
Py by chance have s6 many prime 
9^;Widapmany foreign ministers 
P^slaia itood ait our gates with 
S$$ed handfc Htey really believed , 
|$y$d dje keys to the heart, the 
P^|lhepqrsedfthe United Stales. 

P^^tjbtt^i^lete 1 With Iroity'; * • 

prarfebyno' mramaalonearoong Is- 
inloxcaSing the a?yo* 


cacv of myths that reinforce thejinderiy- 
inTconccpl of the "Protocols of the E ders , 
J Zion" if they help Israel. This is a lypj 
col Israeli aiiiiude. Nahum Bamca, a re- ! 

spcctcd left-of-ccnicr common lator^nan 

orSclc entitled "The War Over die^Proto¬ 
cols,"wrote lost September InYcdio Ahro 
nor "The contest-between Shamir and 
Bush focuses on something more impor¬ 
tant than guarantees or settlements. 

. real issue is Jewish P° uaca * ‘ r *. 

US. Jewish influence; on c ^7n?h? l970s 
plan nolicy grew enormously in the wiv 

ni?d 1980s.. But this influence has also 
"Xraiadmyte. These my^revertoe 

USSR The entire world, which &l r , e ^y 

t-Sgl 

s? 5 SS 3 !SSS. 

wild. The situation 
I vantage. Some even believe in it. 


r* v 

ga I io amounted to ou 

out two-tenths of m( 

ie per cent of that pg 

lunty's population, 0 i) 
nainly suffered no m 
eater hardship than a 
e remaining 99.8 per ^ 
an. But most US pol- 11 / 
icians were ' much 
tore keenly con- „ 

emed about the fate c , 
f the 0.2 per cent of s 
ilhiopians who were p 
ewisn than all of the 
ither Ethiopians. 0 

The myth was ex- v 
remely useful to Is- , 
■ael's representatives , 
in Washington, Mark- ( 
us observes: "The 

myth of Jewish power 

frightened many 
American politicians, 
from presidents to 
Congressmen. They all 
believed, not widiout 
some reason, that, un¬ 
less backed by Jewish 
power, they stood no 
chance to get elected. 
This is why the myth 
was so serviceable to 
the state of Israel for 
so long.' 1 

The Myth At Work 

An article by Yoav Kami in last March's 
Ha'areiz illustrates the myth.al‘ 
annual convention in Washington, DC ot 
Israel's principal US lobby, the American 
Israel Public Affairs Committee "Once a 
year. Usually in early spring, membersof 
Congress stand up to be counted m the 
shadowof ihc flag of the state of Israel... 
fin March 1991) 48 senators and about 
SSbera of the House ol<» 
Jdves responded »the M .» * “ 
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to some extent, the Jewish lobby's power 
© influence targeted campaign financing. 
Acknowledging that "nothing like that has 
ever happened before," Markus neverthe¬ 
less opines that "Jewish power in the US 
has not yet been demolished, although the 
myth has suffered greatly." 

To recoup its losses Mark us believes 
"Jewish power now needs a case which 
can be presented as very just in order to 
prove that it is a power indeed." He points 
out, however, that "as long as the settle¬ 
ments proliferate, the myth of Jewish 
power cannot be restored. "Together with 
other Israeli commentators, however 
Markus perceives Shamir as "failing to 
comprehend the full extent and depth ot 
the crisis." and failing to realize that 
" America is no longer under our rule. 

Explanations for the collapse of the 
myth which was essential to Israel preoc¬ 
cupy Israeli commentators. Markus and 
some others attribute the collapse to the 
fact that Shamir overused it. 

"A myth retains its power only as long 
as it continues to be believed in. This is 
why the previous Israeli governments 
were always careful to invoke it only spo- 
t radically," Marks writes. "They were very 
careful to never absolutely never, pul the 
1 myth of (Jewish) power to the tcsi of real- 
r ity In this, they followed the proven rule. 

I don't shoot if you can achieve the same 
>» effect by threatening to shoot. That was 
0 true until Shamir's government, through 

II its mindlessness, came to the assistance or 
Jl Bush." 


100 memuera w u*. -- - r. ff 

lidves responded to the call. It is difficult 
id imattino any other political event in 
Washington which would entice ^corn- 

pi number of Congress members to, 
M Explaining that "senators who s^c w 

SaffisasiBffi?* 

*5!* hfJS ioumalisi recounts the story 
oPCharles Percy, chairman of the Senate 


oRntage.aomocYw -- 

«The contest between Shamir ^^j^rhereal Issufis Jewish 


Barnea sees *£££#£**£'■ 

S^^^fov^inentatmufm; 

■tfassStgSrf- 


nearwninioustissessrqenl,hiSs^»^ 

Kctory overPW; ww dqe to. 

. tor* j .’*■ the'Jewish 




"Political Necrophilia" 

In an article provocatively entitled 
"Jewish perversion is still perversion, m 
Yediot Ahronot of September 19 last 
year, Yaron London cuts closest to the un¬ 
pleasant truth. He castigates Shamir for 
encouraging "the US Jews to oppose 
vehemently their own government on the 
ground that this was what the memory of t 
die behavior of American Jews during the I 
Holocaust commanded." London decnes I 
constant invocations of the Holocaust, on 
which the propaganda of the Jewish ltrtiby 
has always relied, as an 1 act of political 
necrophilia." He argues: . 

"First, hardly anyone believes that Rus 

. sian Jews are now under tluMt of extermi¬ 
nation. If this were so, what should we 
say about the relentless efforts of all Israe¬ 
li governments, whether ied by Labor or 
Likud, to shut ^IBatos of the US.taihe 
Jewish refugees from the USSR? wiui 
■ recard to the Soviet Jews, London advises I 
aSSdhi Jews to stop using their power 
■ © divert to Israel Soviet Jews v J ho . v J° u ri ^ I 
prefer to go to the US,.and instead to£o. 

I Sie reverse, of what the Jewish lobby .- 

5 ArScrican iews feel called iWj 

I’ ' do something for the Jews pf 'tho USSR,- 

f they would be best advis^roawtd^t- . 

\ . in 2 any pressure on the White nou^- .- 
J They should instead press tsrad .into aq- 

« cepting a!! ofBush's conditions as soon as 
* nossible... The invocation of -Auschwitz. 

S?the sake of legitimizing 

1 rial conquest is a pe-rvwjed stratagwn-. ^ 

r-:^sssws ^^:. : 

• . twice accused Bush of anb-Semitiffln. l 

a 

!Sy; 

l «fa 

wigh ds to be a perversion. ■ ■ . • .*■ » 

litua- and ^^ .P^^tv in JeruSalem, Is 
man andClvll Rights. 
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Le 'monsieur meteo' 
jordanien sur la breche 

Rafiq Jamil Shaker vient de vivre une nouvelle semaine 
folle. Le roi en personne, Va appete pour s'enquerir des 
derniires nouvelles du del 

DIMANCHE, 1 1 heures, quart¬ 
er g 6 nfiral de ceux qui foul la 
pluic el lc beau temps, h 
radroport de Marqa. "Nous 
sommes dibordds” lance un cm-. 
p!oy 6 . A I'cxldrieur, la ncige, 
loujours la ncige. Un icmps & nc 
pas melire un Jordanien dehors. 

Au chaud, le bureau du direc- 
leur, Rafiq Jamil Shaker, 
grouille de monde. Sa table de 
travail est inondde dc cartes. Cc 
petit iiomme, costume bleu ma¬ 
rine, pull-over gris cl cravatc 
noire ne cessc de d&Crochcr son 
Idldphone rouge. Au bout du ill. 
lc roi Hussein, en personne, lc 
cabinet du premier ministre, 

Zeid ben Shaker, la radio, la t616- 
vision ct les joumaux. Ccs jours 
demiers, Rafiq Jamil Shaker 61 - 
alt sans nul doute la pcrsonnalit 6 
la plus importamc au rays. En 
^absence du grand chef, Ali 
Abandah,.en reunion h.Gcn&ve, 
c'est lui qui utillsait le tdlfiphone 
k la cduleur ldgendaire.. - 
"La Jordanie est. affcclde par 
one depression centrde sur le 
sud-esL de Chypre, associle & 

mhtres^dU^Rafia' jSp?i Shake? millim 6 iras, cb qiii repri- talHer. une ;r 6 putatibh. Depui 

4&p<& Au diable, les expres- ff* ? uarante . sqn envpl. U Jordanie dispps 

sipns irop techniques. A Madrihu twm-'vw m. ’ du . s yst£me radar, de lopt un ri 

^24^24^ ; 

' V - - Dans i'exifSme-sud de la Jorda- 1 ” ous analysons les photos de 

c.En C^t^es et btalement m-. n lc, la tendance est identiqu©:: VWf- Nous-en ddduisons leu 

^ 55% pour la . ville • cKfere. jJUMide et leur-U$mparaiiirtsr di 
gjs, un uavaU d iquipe. Au total,, d'Aqaba. De quo! ddcourager le' . Jam i f Shaker, ! -V 
aux. quatr® ,• toprisie moyen, fGt-il scandinave •Vpilkpbur lesbalcUls les plu 
Wnt ' jusQu'au bout des moiifies. *'■ ■ dI 6 mentdires. : Us: services de 1 

>..'.inWti. jp^nianiicfavdntvaus 



Super Bowl 

^erica's greatest sporting event 


QP Agenda 


By Michael Casey 

SpecidwTheSiBr 

*0US, Minnesota — 
-iiwas a yearly pilgnm- 
fi *# S^tcst sports 

?rfwas a week of 
ttcess that only typi- 
SaTabllity tp waste 
football match 

ng the soaring imcm- 

■ nje and growing 

£°SIereaction, people 
• and especially in 
could not ignore the 
Super Bowl. 

his were planned around 
m 26th event, thou- 
binboard and giant loot- 
unced Its arrival and 
(torn Muhammad Ali 
» Trump braved die 
weather to be part of 
,sfaaffair. 

kone itself was a tradi- 
ji blowout as 60,000 fans 

Le General Neige jJSX “ 

.. ,. aWJl-24 score. 

1L EST bien connu des Jordaniens. En g£n 6 ral, 11 vient foirti boost fans, however, it was 
une petite visitc au mois de fdvrler. Au cours des annyhtfeos and entertainment bc- 
prdeddentes, scs sdjours dtnient courts et done agrfob[a||*kgame that made tliis a 
Cette fuis, il paruil qu'H est devenu vieux. Son mouYenwljfcW American event. Crowds 
est devenu lent. Qui snlt, peut Ctre a-t-il des rhumatbraes? Jrt gathering just after sun* 
Le plus inquidtant: 11 a dlcidl de prolonger son s^iisii&wnlQwn Minneapolis us 
chez nous. II y a un mois et dcinl, 11 est passl... Nous streets began filling 

6 tonn 6 s! C'dtait la premiere fuis depute trcnte-clnq ans and rooibali fans from 
venuit si tflt. Tout de mime, nous I'avons bien regu. Nou!hdJ"»j«ssMi 5n ■ u'Jir b!wc a|, d 
avons offer! noire Idgendaire hospitality, du caf 6 el du iW® a ™ Redskins fans 
gogo. Nous croyions que la visile 6 tait terming. Nousff 
dnns le frold. A peine nous a-t-il quit( 6 s, qu'H est re 
avec plus de rigueur encore. I’artuut, il a d£ploy£ son 
blanc. 
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Le General Neige 


braved the snow F~- J j, . "• .. ■ ^ \ 

to sell their Su- . 'V- 

per Bowl sweat- t. • 

shins, Redskins . ■* i Mi 

blankets, base- j - > 'j 

ball caps and ■ / 1 ..W‘j 

oilier assorted \ .. 1 ^ 

souvenirs. Most * f 

said business A rn 

was brisk in- » '."nUj O * [W 

eluding one man jtmM' 

fiom Cleveland, B 

sold u truckload ’ 

of pcnnanLs by 

gome time. ' 

Minnesotans 
and funs who ! 

one of the S150 ^ ‘ 

game tickets • 

started filling 

the beer and IK J* 

soda tents scat- 

tered around (tic H£8r«L & 1 

stadium while a I IP — 111 w ..----“ = 

few more sin- R e g s kins ruuning back Riggs blasts over 
cere fans got the r roin ( f ie one . ya rd Une In 3rd-quarter action 
grills out and J 

cooked out their . . .... 

hot dogs and Uainburgcrs. "Tliis house), Indian activists criticize! 
is footbulI weathersaid Larry die name Redskins as racist am 
Grit/, of New York, who paiil as many as 3,000 protester 
«■< <vui i*i»r .liuhi •viirvr ltnwl mnrchcd around the stadium ue 




.818 miliimbtres, cb qiii repri- 
sente 28l% de la moyenpe, cal-! 
cu|£e sur les quarante qemiferes . 
anndcs., 

A Madaba, Salt, Zarqa ou Ma- ; 
frd, ce pourccnLage ne passe pas . 
en dessous de.la barre-des 200 . . 
Dans rcxlr 6 me-sud de la Jorda- 1 
nte, la tendance est idenijque: i 
55% pour la. ville ' c 6 ttere. 
d’AUaba. De .quo! ddeouragee le' . 
tppnste mpyen; rQt-il scanefinave . 
^usqu’au bout des maufles. ' ■ 

• \A‘ Ammarij les services de ,. 


tailler une reputation. Depute. 
1988, le Centre National a pris 
sqn envpl. La Jordanie dispose 
du syst&me radar, de-topt un r£- 
seau d'ordinateurs el des infor¬ 
mations du sateliitn. "M 6 t£osat\ 
"Nous analysons les photos des 
nuages. Nous-en d 6 duisons leur 
altitude et leur temperature!' dit 
Kafiq Jamif Shaker. •; .-V, 

Voilk pour les CalcUls les plus 
616mentdires. Les: services de Ja 
m 6 t 6 o. jprdanierme aavdnt: aussi. 


aaasessssRfc? aetsBeasaafasr 

'firme. Rafiq Jamii. Shaker, eW- de rrt^roSgte^^uniJhSde. ' ^Jf Veau 

pourqqoi nous afft&tons des W:. beaqcoup:' dauTCSv dans . ;ie ; wyfK 6 ^ Ie nQrd. Ce qui 
sp^ciatiXdcramassage''.^:: ; mondey-afflrme Rafiq Jamir ’^ ha bi 

; ’Dans Wnte la Jofdanie,^5 sla- Shaker.. Amm 6 n fait parti© de li ^ pi ph^nomin© 
Itons locales ^sUllenCdes .ihfrar^ i *Wbrld 'Met^logicaL’:j&gam- : ^^ l ' ne lar£e ^one comprer 
matiqiis . et des - hiians prdejs. . saiionV La-base jordanienne en- M* 1 te’Jordanie".'Rawiaeyvoui 
Pans-. > les ' quartiera r ouest ' , voie eLre^oit des. informations :’ 1 VCela'iie to prbduit que tow 1? 
q A^wtan,Jes pr&ipiretibfts en- toutes leg,t/bisheures. . j;‘ .lOansWH -.i .i;:, J: '.:>> 

regist^es ,.. depuis. ,le • 1 / .-niois'. i . .Les sehddiBs•j|didahtejSi.ci^‘ , K : v- ^: s ;>v ; v 
doetobre bnl batiu des records: en I952, diitjnfs Idnatenira h se:ii! : - . FrantU toa**™ 


cenlraHsateur.':' Une ; veritable: V 
zone lampon; entre les usagersi 
jes bureaujt .rtgionaux et les in- :' 
stances iniemationales. > "Ncius -1 
recevons des 4 na)yses ; du ceritrp . 
de rri^rplogie de Mupidh et de. ! 
beapeoup .: d'autres--, dan?.. ;ie :/ 
monde? afflrme Rafiq 1 -Jamil - 

Shaker.. Ammitof^t partie.de la: 

" WbrldMeteorologicaL’JQrgani-1 
. sailbn"s Lfl : base jordanlenoe en-. 
Ypie.eLreroit des. informations:,: 
toutes les,trpis Keure?. . r: ,j:' 
: : Les scfyices jordaniens; ttd&s 
eii 195?, ont infs Idngtemps hsp*;[‘ 


. vuuv 

ost r exceptionheile, 1 tanse de 

l'an-lvd© du coprant E| Ninotoul 
prts de I'Equaieur. ; R 6 suUat! la ; 
chaleur .qui irouy 6 ■ ebq opgine. 
qans la temp 6 rature;;de I'eau a 
voyagi vers le noni: Ce qui a 
bouleversd ia circulatiori; Tiabi- 
OidUe de I'air, Ce phtSnomftn© a : 
affecld qne large ^onp bortipren- r 

aht te ’Jorifanie".' RassiBreii vouk 
"Cete ne re prbduit que tow les- 
.jl.O aw^.vii .. f ■ 

(if Francis. l^azpyer ■' 


uiunc. 

La (roisiime visile a suseltfi In pnnique gtlnyraie. Caret 
fuis, le g£n£rnl s'est immtr£ Iris s<5v&re. II fitalt nccompB 
de plusleurs divisions: lc froid, la plule, lc verglns, les !r 
dutions... Question inconlournablet sommes-nous en Jo™*, 
nie ou en SlbUrie? j 

Peu avant son rctour, les gens se son! inis it trembler. Hs*! 
soni prldpitls chez les bou I angers ou les 6 plelcrs pour hi 
des provisions. Une v 6 rliable n« 6 c. Les Jordaniens ont ep 
ment entmagasin£ lc plus possible de carburanis, Bka 
cette donrde soil dlsponlblc par lout et k tout moment, 

Les visiles du glnlrnl sont devenues encombrantes, 
perlurbent la vie h tous les niveauxt 6 coles, routes, telep 
etmfimeParlement! . rj 

Au lieu de racucillir, comme on le faisait 11 n'y S P^* 
■ longtemps, on s'enferme. On se saoule de tdldvlslon. Onjo 
aux cartes. Les femmes se tlllphonent, quoad les “gn® 
sont pas couples. Malgr 6 toutes ces occupations, Ie»JJ 
Commence-ft gagner la population. Le gfinfral ne nouspp 
habitues k des s^jours proiong 6 s. 1 
ReconnalsSons le tout de mfime. Le visiteur a s& D ® 
cdtfe. II permej d' 6 viter la traditionnelle ertee de ireth ^ 
barrages sont pleins. Et le etafral m£rite une medailie. • 
Tout le monde est satisrait, et pas seulement les 9\ 
teurs. Malgrdles campagnes du g£ngrsl f malgre toys Sp 
fauts, nous sommes contents,- au fond, de I'accueinur* 
pulls, manteaux, parapluies et autres accessoires,aesoru 
indispensabies k la garde robe de tout Jordanien. W 


A voir... 


■ PEtNTURES D'ENFANTS - Mardi 11 fdvri- 
er, au CCP. le vemissage de l , exposiUon , B Pein- 
tures d^hfante", d[e l'dcole niawnierte .franfaise 
d'Ammaq a 6 t 6 maintenu. Malgrd les inlcmp£ries, 
Les.grtoupes scolalres soiu auendus qombreux k 
cette "exbQ M .qui fcrmcrases portes le 26 ftvrier. ■ 


eatfits and Redskins fans 
In their offending Indi- 
nsbimes — some complete 
ifolheq and a hog nose for 
^offensive line "The Hogs." 
OMrtoihe stadium, venders 





•iCflnkj^.aprtest 
9 r*»wj»m*Jea 
wmartyrre&y 
-r~v Ct a uSu a oo 


'Mile emperor 

ywngnimto 

netoman 


■ VlLLEGIAtURES - Toujours au CCF, du 

lurtH{ l.l'7.ai, ''..nA 'a.MAMil.rw, /lilt flfftT 



la 


hSujbwernt 


bt«M«BQnNb. : 


f % 


o*to» ! ;vji^W'Wobif # ^ F, * l2g S 

Ntefescfte.' Rwruiponjraud centre ces auteurs: leur jascmaaw 
Cote-d^zur. ^,;:..•• "; .']■, .; 

ii- CINEMA ;( Luridl 47i>- 20 hp 0 ; au C€F, "L'amidei^? 
(l988)-'d*Eiic Rohmer, avec Soph it Renoir. 


1 
fa 

I 


WVtouto 






house), Indian activists criticized 
the name Redskins as racist and 

. .. ..... .... as many as 3,000 protesters 

5 two" for" eight Super Bowl marched around the stadium de- 
liciccts. -Iliis is the way it's sup- mamling a name change by me 

nosed to be." team. , 

Another fiui nearby criticized "We've given you everything 
those who wanted a typical you have — water, land, mmer- 
W nnn weather city to host the als — please leave our culture 
biggnme. as Tampa. Florida did alone,” said , Vern “ Bciioraari L 
Iasi year. Inslcad, Uill Dmaclch of die American Indian Move- 

i’actrt.'sw 

““a——.’”- 

■Us inn warmsaid Droacich your enlenainmcnl." 
as lie ciiinYcd a Ivor and warmed However, not all uie Rc J is ™ 
ids »iks uwr the charcoal heat- look the criticism to hmi One 
or. “This is the closest thing ui fun.VanceRcgo,stortedarguteg 

sstx.-ssi.t srs.‘ c w~ 

for os much as SdOO. vnrk Yankees baseball 

SSMSTS'S 5 

J^JBSSRS 

iwolkkeu. ”K we don l gel any, Raskins and 

al tos. we can say we were change ^ 

Tlie Inlense commercialism. P la J? re a ^ e ^^’ a e n J“'Si l e W teimrt 
from ticket cos. u. adyenistag £*£***£ 
the Super Bowl, was best °*!? d sJj stand for decency, 
summed up by French journalist . bravcry and heroics," said 

Olivier ViAepnum. RoSkins wner Jaek Kent 

-There is nothing hte ^ Su- Kcdswns ^ pnsepr- 

D.m.l .n Pen nr f*. bOCUUSC LOOKC. . 1 r h 


Films 

■ The American Cultural Cen¬ 
ter will present tonight the win¬ 
ner of three Academy Awards 
film "Glory" at 7 pm. The film 
will be shown again next Sunday 
20 February, same time. 

■ The British Council will be 
presenting the film "Saturday 
Night and Sunday Morning r ' 
on Monday 17 February at 7 pm. 

■ Also at the British Council, 
the film "A Taste of Honey" 
will be shown on Wednesday 19 
February at 7 pm. 

■ The French Cultural Center 
will be presenting the film 
"L'ami de mon amle" on Mon¬ 
day 17 February at 8 pm. 

Lectures 

■ At the Goethe Institute Am¬ 
man, Dr Pierre Bikai will give 
a lecture on "ACOR's Projects 
In Jordan" on Saturday 15 Feb¬ 
ruary al7pm. 

Field trips 

■ Friends of Archaeology will 
conduct tomorrow Friday a field 
trip to Tell Abu Sarboul and Pcl- 

r la. Departure will be from the 
; Anna Hotel parking lot al 9 am 
In private cars. Also the annual. 
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general meeting of FoA is 
planned for Monday 17 February 
at 7 pm at the Department of An¬ 
tiquities Registration Center 
Third Circle. Elections for the 
committee are the main purpose 
of the meeting, but it will also be 
a chance to assess the FoA's 
1991 activities. This year's plans 
include a trip to Sinai in April 
and to Oman later in the year. 
Monday's meeting will also in¬ 
clude a slide presentation of Jor¬ 
dan by Dr Gaetano Palumbo. 

Exhibitions - 

■ At the Spanish Cultural Cen¬ 
ter, the art exhibition of artist 
Sohad Lachiri, opened yester¬ 
day, will run until 1 March. Visi¬ 
tors are welcome daily from 9 
am to 1 pm and 3-7 pm (except. 
Fridays and Sundays). 

■ At Abdul Hamid Shoman 
Foundation, the paintings exhibi¬ 
tion of Shaker Hasan Al Said 
will run until 29 February. The’ 
exhibition Is open to public daily 
from 10 am to 5 pm, and on 
Thursday from 10 am to 8 pm. 

■ Al Alia Art Gallery, die oil 
and water colour paintings of 
artists Tete Wegellus, Huaa Bi¬ 
tar, Lucy Marto and Jennifer 
Rowker will run until 18 Febru¬ 
ary, daily from 10 am to 1:30 pm 
and from 4-7 pm. 

■ Al ihe French Cultural Cen¬ 
ter. there will be an exhibition 
entitled "Vlllcglatures— des 6 c- 

! rlvalns sur la Cftte" from 17-29 
I. February.., 


$300 for tickets/ said Troy Ma- wash.. leaders spent 

son. as be held a sign requests a week calling for a name 

wolickeu. "if we donl gel any, R&sklns and 

f to* we can say we were change fooll *|| 

Tlie Inlense commercialism, P la J? re a ^^^’ an J ffl ui l e W teamV 
from ticket cos! u. adycnistag 

the Super Bowl, was best stand for decency, 

summed up by French journalist bravery and heroics," said 

Olivier ViAepnum. Redskins owner Jack Kent 

-There is nothing like fac Su- were the preen* 

per Bowl in France because. ^ ' lhe Scai race of whiles 
there is nothing like it m terms sws ^he j^f his country. The 

r«ssswsa 

people beck hoare UiM Orey rturt 
goand see it. But. I wont be 
Shouting about the experience. 


is Ameri¬ 


can.’' . 

No one was arrested during tne • 

protesL and the crowds broke up 
as the game began. Inside the 
stadium, event coordinators 
worked on last minute details 
and the mosdy, rich white audi¬ 
ence settled into their seats or 
private suites to watch the game. 

For this reporter, all that was 
left was to find the media box 
and catch a last glimpse of celeb¬ 
rities as they tried to avoid 
screaming fans and waiters with 
trays of fresh appetizers. Reports 
of celebrities were everywhere 
with vendors and security guards 
having the leads whether former 
President Jimmy, Carter, music 
star Prince or President Bushs 
Secretary of Housing Jack Kemp 
had been sfcen. .The game nrelf* 
save a glitzy haifume perf° r- 
mance with darwmg snowitak*s. 
smoking snowmobiles and the 
singing of Gloria Estefan, was 
subdued and fell more or less, 
like just another Minnesota Vi- 

“ESS& sounded, 
the hoopla behind the Super 
Bowl seemed to end as fastasil 
built Up. Nearly $47 million, 
Sough'to get Jordan’s, economy 
back on track, went into gof¬ 
fers of downtown business own¬ 


ers. Minnesotans, mostly unaf¬ 
fected by the economic benefits, 
had mixed emotions about the 
Big Game and it's impact on 
their daily routine. 

"I think il was an opportunity 
to introduce a Iol of people 
throughout-the world to Minne¬ 
sota," said Lindsay Strand, me¬ 
dia relations manager for the 
Minnesota Super Bowl XXVI 
Task Force. "You had everything 
from upgraded port potties, to. 
warming tents with televisions to 
the protesters. "But, nothing was 
so overwhelming that you 
couldn't make your own choice 
of what you wanted to see," said 
Strand, adding that everything' 
including managing the exces¬ 
sive number of .limousines went 
smoothly. •. 

A Palestinian shopkeeper, on 
the outskirts of ■ Minneapolis 
agreed the Super Bowl had little 
impact on him and questioned 
why there was so much effort put 
into IL 

"I just think there was too 
much effort put into the Super 
Bowl," said Izzideen Abu-Saife. 
originally from Amman. .'They 
should be putting their enemy 
and money into other things like 
homelessness or those going 
hungry."* 




Wficrrvj 


(7*1 Kid 


Fr 



War. *m hoping lo gei ihe «- 
ienlioti of ihe media «« »* 
■broken and routy fo«Ml fa ^- 
Whw got dm m“* aU S!!5? 
« ■ much calling the Wash" 
ingion Redduni name and we 
un M Indian cottunua. by « 
team's tan* rKiMSumdnifn*^ 
« tepee (uadnumil Indian 
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Programs on 
Jordan 
Television 
from 
15-21 
February 



ENQLISH PROGRAM 

SATURDAY 

8:30 — America's Funniest 
Home Videos: As usual the au¬ 
dience chooses the best and fun¬ 
niest video, while the winner 
gets the $ 10,000 prize. 

9:00 —■ Encounter. 

9:30 — In Search of the Fast: 
Tonight's documentary program 
sheds light on the civilization 
and empire of the Hittites in An¬ 
atolia and Turkey's efforts to re¬ 
store and conserve their ruins.. 
10:00 — News in English. 

10:20 — Feature Film. "Angel 
of Death 1 ' Starring Gregory Har¬ 
rison: A runaway prisoner tries 
to justify the crimes he .'com mils 
in the name of love. 

SUNDAY 

8:30 — Empty Nest. "Lonely 
Are the Brave": Head of the po¬ 
lice department decides to give 
■ Barbara a medal in appreciation 
of her distinguished services. 
Her sister’bums with envy. 

9:10' A documentary pro¬ 
gram. 

10:00—News in English. 

10:20 — Law and Order. "Poi¬ 
son Ivy": A black university stu¬ 
dent is killed by a policeman in 
an alley at night. Investigations 
show that the victim is a drug 
dealer. - 

MONDAY 

8:30 —• Land of Hope and Glo¬ 
ria. "Beamount House": Bea¬ 
mount House is a typical British 
mansion with a new director, 
who is an American black wom¬ 
an, 

■ 9s 10 — Capital City: A new 
clerk, Allison, joins the bank and 
has a hard lime, while Max and 
Hudson -work on a deal for a 
Brazilian environmental society. 
10:00 — News in English. 

10:20 — The Elite, 

f V TUESDAY 

8:30 •— Evening Shade: Her¬ 
man and friends go to prison, af¬ 
ter a party, for breaking the law. 
9:10—Golden Years. ■ 

10:00 —News in English. 

• 10:20 — G.B.H. ; Michael hires 
a private detective to investigate 
the whereabouts pf .his mother 
. and e girl he kney when he was. 
younger. His opponents try to 
use his past against him.\ 

-^pnesday:;-:::-.;:; 

8:30 Teech. "Pizia My 
Heart": Freeman falls in ^trouble 
With his girlfriend Rita! 

. 9:10 — A documentary pro¬ 
gram. • .. ] • 

10:20 — The Burning Shore, 
Starring Isabelle Gilenas: Two 
Africans find a girl unconscious 
at the sea shore; they nurse her 
arid take care of her for month* 
before a search expedition gets 



THURSDAY 

8:30 — Spatz New Comedy. 
"The Royal Visit": The commit¬ 
tee from London prepares to 
open the Spatz-restaurant for fast 
foods; and the owner's wife goes 
through a final check-up before 
they arrive.. 

9:10—NBA basketball. 

10:00—News in English. 

10:20 — Movie of the week: 
"Brother by Choice" Starring- 
Charlie Higgins: Scott is not on 
good terms with his father so he 
runs away. His brother. Bred 
goes after him in an effort to dis¬ 
suade him. 

FRIDAY 

8:30—Lenny: Lenny's wife ex¬ 
pected him to receive a fat re- ' 
ward for having returned a wal¬ 
let that he found. 

9:10 — Derrick. “Tod Bines 
J linger"; Under certain condi¬ 
tions, even gentle people can be , 
murderers. 

10:00 -r- News in Ehglish.' 

10:20 — Chancer: Stephen is 
offered a job by Franklin, Jo's fa¬ 
ther. Meanwhile Jamie, Robert 
.Douglas’s son, commits spicide 
in the woods. 

FRENCH PROGRAM 

, . SAMEDI 

6:00 — Leg tortues Ninja. A 
cartoon series foe children. ! : 

6:30 — La familk Fontalne.A: 
serfes;about a family, each tithe V 
the story <is different;:: ', f :- -: 

■ 7:00'-?- News. in.French.!■./ ■ ! j- 
JlS v- Varieties. A seiection of 
French songs, \y 

DlM^ilCHp. c ’ * 

5;30 — Lai Malson; Bleue, A' 1 - 
new cartoon series f<pr children: i , 3 
5:45 — G^oswpe. A doepmen- 
taiyprogram.; 


{, NBA 
\ Basketball 
on Thursday 
^ at 9:10 

A 


6:10 — L'lcole dcs fans. A pro¬ 
gram in which children sing the 
songs of their favourite singers. 
7:00—News In French. 

7: IS — Carnet de notes. A mu¬ 
sical program. 

LUNDI 

6:00 — Le monde sous-marln 
de Jacques-Yves Cousteau. A 
documentary program about life 
in the seas. 

7:00 — News In French. 

7:15 — The Weekly Sports 
Magazine. 

. ■ MARDI • 

6:00 — Bouli. A cartoon series 
for children. 

6:15 — Les tortues Ninja. A 

cartoon series for children. 

6:30 — Marc et Sophie. A se¬ 
ries about two doctors. Bach 
time a different story,, 

.7:00 — News in French. 

7:15 — Varieties. A selection 
of French songs. 

MERCREDI 

6:00 — Le monde est & vous. A 
variety And a cultural program. 
7:00 —' News in French, 

7:^5 — Interiropique Maga¬ 
zine. The Agriculturemagdrine. 

; 1 JEUDI , 

, 6:00 Montague Mama 
Coga: A documentary, program 
.about the annual and traditional 
celebration for OteCogpleivts. 
5:30 — Maguyi A series about 
Maguy find herhusband, ; 

7,00 News intrench. . 
7:15 — International Circus. 

V 'f; : * -VENOREDly 
.*'*%' * ^ t * * . * . 

5:30 — Le GorlUe aims era* 
A dwecCi ' ,c series. ‘ . 

,7:00r-N*Wfln French . 

7:15 p Fusions. A cultural 
magazine. . ■ • 



JEANE DIXON’S 



★ CROSSWORD PUZZLE ★ 


THE FAR SIDE 


THE STAR 19 


By GARY LARSON 


jflgon-Dizoti *‘ ne 
diu- It fl 


luuinui uobu iw^mj 

ARIES (21 March - 19 April): Your 
friends could be sensitive now. Seek privacy to mediateoi 
inner conflict. A family obligation should be attended to fere 
diately. Be conservative in spending, * 

TAURUS (20 April - 20 May): Word-of-mouth praise gj 
around to you. You reap new rewards for past work and find« 
how much your efforts arc appreciated. Escape from the 
race” with a trip to the country! 

GEMINI (21 May - 20 June): Do not seal an agreement 
only a handshake. Get all promises in writing for your own 
lection. A family reunion will bring back many happy roero-l 
ties. You need time to unwind. \ 

CANCER (21 June - 22 July): You could have good reason to 
be uneasy about a pending meeting. Your intuition is right ctl 
target! Jot down your creative ideas before they get away fait 
you. Romantic ties intensify. " 

LEO (23 July - 22 August): Someone close to you could pul j«| 
in a difficult position. Take care of family obligations promptly^ 
Be mindful not to ride roughshod over your loved ones. ; 
VIRGO (23 August - 22 September): Nagging or being a slick* 
ler for details will infuriate a partner who wants you to be mwj 
affectionate. You do not have to travel to enjoy a relaxing vaca¬ 
tion. Use your green ihumb. 

LIBRA (23 September - 22 October): If you arc feeling uptight, 
take a break from your weekend routine. A change of pace 
do you good. Renew old friendships. Make reservations to dip: 
in an out-of-lhc-way place. 

SCORPIO (23 October - 21 November): Your positive atd 
is your bcsL asset when things gel rough. Spend more lime 
children. Let them pick where you will go or what you will 
together. Open new lines of communication. 
SAGITTARIUS (22 November - 21 December): Research 
vidcs answers you can use to advantage in the future. Pm 
real estate negotiations until more information is ava 
Make those tough decisions regarding family finances. 
CAPRICORN (22 December - 19 January): Family life 
be tense if you arc inflexible or loo opinionated. A torn 
change of environment is the perfect remedy for boredom 
frustration. Analyze your dreams to gain new insights. 
AQUARIUS (20 January - 18 February): Sincerity is the ty 
grater romantic fulfilment. Wear your heart on your sleeve 
Impulsive decision could boomerang. Postpone making wy 
nancial commit menus until next week. 

PISCES (19 February - 20 March): You cannot afford to g* 
about important matters. Check things out and ask pfobto&jjj 
lions. Family members offer you their whole-hearted mg 
Set a good example for young people. • • Q.ffj 


Under the P£lronage of Their HighneMes 
Prince Read and Princess Majida 


IJidraw attention to 

W,,, 

^ Infamous Jack the 
tot was never posi¬ 
ts identified or 


Ifijjni Dolphins coach 
to&sala was only 33 
mistook the helm of 
^professional foot- 
Hfetm. 

* * * 

fe flirt daily airplane 
pin from New York to 
Nnu established way 

Win 1919. 

* * * 

tot are only about 
k!u many Japanese as 
Imm U-S. residents. 


Solution 


ACROSS 

40 

Puts away 

DOWN 

38 Play of 

1 Succulent 


secretly 

1 Fast horse 

sorts 

plant 

41 

Smoothing 

2 Not on tape 

40 Give employ- 

5 Atomize 


device 

3 Molding 

ment to 

10 Enjoy a 

42 Trenchantly 

4 Planet 

43 Depend 

book 


witty 

5 Safe 

44 Half: pref. 

14 Latvian 

44 

Use money 

6 Practical 

47 Fresh like 

port 

45 

Inferior 

7 Ms. Barrett 

the spring 

15 Destroy by 


racehorse 

8 Worship 

50 Scarlett 

degrees 

46 Strong 

9 Strong 

orJohn 

16 Unctuous 


feeling 

desire 

52 Overcharge 

17 Prove to 

48 

Authors’ 

10 Two-way 

53 Metal 

be true 


works: abbr. 

excursion 

refuse 

18 Church 

49 

Butterlne 

11 Ireland 

54 Fountain 

council 

51 

Opponents 

12 Tiny plant 

order 

regulation 


of Reps. 

13 Tinted 

55 Pinnacle 

19 Prod 

53 Frightening 

21 Impertl- 

57 Atop 

20 Certain 

50 Tropical 

nence 

58 He had an 

sweetener 


cyclone 

22 ’’Citizen -’’ 

Irish Rose 

22 Work on 

61 

Places 

25 Spaces 

59 Verne 

dough 

62 

Ito's land 

28 With great 

captain 

23 Injure 

63 

Biblical 

surprise 

60 Great 

24 Mild oath 


brother 

27 Adversary 

spirit 

26 Exist 

64 

— mater 

28 APsron 

82 Fighter's 

29 Mineral bed 

65 

Redolence 

30 Item for 

punch 

31 Patriotic 

66 

Peruvian 

bravery 


song 


city 

32 Seraglio 


35 Donates 

67 

Scottish 

33 Short 


37 Mild 


Highlander 

Jackets 


39 Urgently 

68 

Trite 

34 Repairs 


eager 

69 

Laborer 

—■ i I 

36 Newspaper 
article 

ii i — 
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•uu mmu u bin hi 
:imm npifJHHl 
mm npwi'i 
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[rm finniim r-ninn 
minim RhinnR 
'®i ciDiiH Finn! 
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® DDDriinupunl 
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IORDAN BRIDGE 



dluissmi (thiuicnt 


“Hold il right there, Doreen!... Leave If you muet 
but the dog stays 1" 


fan ■■ 



Hands from Egypt 

MB."!!- JTJSSSESgS?'*** 


NATIONAL Bridge Festival of Csu- 
concluded this wcek k Awwad Had- 
jd Al-AIbul finished third in the 
IfrMaiwan Gfranem and 1 finished 

' facing provided the best Jorda- 


g uu UnlrtrtBl P/Ml Syndicaie 
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^Jteviously, on 1985, Marwan 

bidding is the most important at¬ 
tain accordingly I will give two 
Pfovafcd good results: 


* K8654 
V K Q 8 7 3 
9 A3 

(Gbessan) 
(14) 1* 

3 V (2) 

44 



1 * J 10 9 
\ ¥ A5 

« ♦ QJ4 

|1 4Q10862 

(Marwan) 

2V(1) 

3* 


,, The National Music Conservatory/ Noor A1 Hussein Foundjrij* 

\ • v-i,' 

• . . • The Embassy of Japan - ‘ 

. The Japanese Percussion Ensemble 

JUNDO RENZAN and the «RYU» ' 

«»* . .. 

Gala Production of drumming, singing and dancing 
Wconodsy, February 19, 1992 - 7 00 P- «n. 

The Palace of Culture - At Hussein Youth COv 


— .i.i ' i TklrtU (t>f JO S, 3 mad 2 *** «v«lUW« »«: 

• TM Royftl OJtunrf Crmrr. IK »’.CC6 • Th* Jatan***** 

• Babich*, td. 661 332 • S^*ev- wl «8MU 

t PMuMpM* Hold, lit. 663100 • GtUm w *** 
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♦ K 7 

¥ J9654 2 
♦AKQ54 

4- 


(Msrwsnj 

2 T 

34 

44(1) 

54(1) 

54(1) 

6 * 


diamoraiV three 


SSSSIMSS"”' 

io play the contract: 


4 K97 
TA6 

4 J432 
4 K109 6 


N 

W E 
S 


4 085 
¥ QJ 109762 

♦ Q 

*A5 



'saisftrtfrB ?® 8 

4 K and continue with uw **- 
More about pits hand next * 


Th B livestock would gather every morning, hoping 
£55 tZ' Dan's popular-airplane" rides. 



































